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Epilogue ... 
 

Imagine, ... in a tension-gripped year of 2028, the world inches towards a novel kind of 

warfare—one that sprawls across the arteries of international trade, the maritime chokepoints.  
 
In the Strait of Hormuz, an insidious cyber onslaught disrupts the flow of oil, sending the 
United States and China into a scramble of military posturing and peace-brokering. A drone 
strike targeting a vessel in the Suez Canal escalates tensions, with fingers pointing towards 
Chinese military strategists, compelling the US to strengthen its Mediterranean fleet and 
Russia to show off its naval capabilities in response. 
 
In the South China Sea, Chinese AI drones aggressively assert dominance, intimidating 
neighboring nations into a fraught dance of diplomacy and deterrence. The Panama Canal, 
too, falls prey to cyber interference, triggering delays that highlight the influence of Russian 
digital operatives and stretching American naval defenses. 
 
Dramatically altering the naval chessboard, Russia and China join forces to pioneer the 
Northern Sea Route, proposing an alternative to the conventional maritime corridors 
dominated by Western powers and introducing a bold challenge to the status quo. 
 
Even as the Black Sea burgeons with tension and Brazil's southern ports enter the stage as 
geopolitical prizes, the consequences of disrupted global commerce are felt worldwide—from 
soaring costs to shattered economies. 
 
With the international community in tumult, the UN convenes to address the shattering 
potential of widespread conflict. Secretive diplomatic endeavors aim to forge a semblance of 
agreement, yet the enduring undercurrent of rivalry casts a long shadow over the future of 
international maritime law and the collective hope for enduring peace. 

 
 
This foretold story is a near-future thriller.  "The Battle of the Straits: A Geopolitical Maelstrom," weaves a tale of 
clandestine cyber skirmishes and shadowy military maneuvers that threaten the delicate lattice of global commerce.  
 
The storyline unravels across several strategic locations.  Terse and potent, the story captures the real-world implications 
of these clashes: disrupted supply chains, skyrocketing costs of trade, and an ever-complicating global political matrix of 
alliances and enmities. As nations grapple with these emerging threats, the narrative explores the repercussions for local 
economies, marking a stark rise in regional tensions and an accelerating arms race. 
 
"The Battle of the Straits" ends as a stark allegory for the potential crises that might arise from the world's growing 
geopolitical fissures—where the all-too-real game of nations plays out in the waters that carry the lifeblood of global 
trade.   
 
Unfortunately, this stark allegory told as a useful fiction is now an actuality, of a world where the stability, security, and 
prosperity of the ‘Global (Maritime) Commons’, are now rapidly becoming a deadly “Un-Commons.”  
 
Future security, prosperity, and profits lie in the balance of ‘winning’ this “Battle of the Straits” now begun; most 
importantly, doing so in preventive ‘ways’ that can achieve ‘wins’ without fighting.     
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COMPOUND MARITIME (IN)SECURITY 
Strong pointing Trade Security & Profitability in the Global ‘Un-Commons’ thru “3D+C” Integrated Statecraft Solutions 

(a ‘compound security competition’ (CsC) use case) 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Challenges to maritime security, especially in choke points like the Red Sea, threaten global trade and present complex, ‘compound security’ 
issues. These challenges include military threats to navigation that affect energy supplies, economic stability, and efforts to address climate insecurity 
issues, and especially through energy transition. The United States' 
Operation Prosperity Guardian seeks to safeguard the waters of the Red 
Sea and the Bab al Mandeb strait but has had limited success. Current 
military and diplomatic strategies are inadequate to fully protect these 
vital economic lifelines, hence the need for a multifaceted "3D+C" 
approach—combining Defense, Diplomacy, Development, and 
Commercial strategies.  
  
Maritime security directly influences financial stability. Disruptions in 
choke points impact global markets, hindering trade and inflating costs. 
These threats pose economic risks at global, regional, and local levels, 
potentially affecting investment confidence, pricing, and livelihoods. An 
integrated "3D+C" approach is crucial for ensuring a secure and stable 
maritime trading environment to mitigate those risks.  Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) in choke point regions can bolster local economies, 
enhance security infrastructure, and contribute to regional stability. Strategic investments can transform local choke points into assets of regional 
stability by improving employment, economic planning, and governance. 
  
The proposal promotes a state-centric, private-public partnered maritime security solution, where governments maintain control and leverage 
commercial investments. It contrasts with privatized security models, ensuring that key decisions are guided by collective good and strategic foresight 
rather than by purely profit motives.  Human security is a fundamental component of this strategy. Protecting and empowering individuals in 
choke point regions is essential, fostering safer conditions for maritime activity and reinforcing the socio-political fabric against potential security 
threats. 
  
Conclusively, an integrated “3D+C” approach, with a focus on state control and investments in human and local security, offers a robust 
solution to maritime security challenges. It aligns defense, diplomacy, development, and commercial interests, ensuring safe navigation and stability 
in maritime choke points, contributing to global economic growth and prosperity. Such a holistic approach ensures the protection of commerce, 
local communities, and the global supply chain. 

_________________________ 
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“…for whosoever commands the sea, commands the trade, whosoever commands the trade of the world commands the reaches of the world and consequently the 
world itself” 

Sir Walter Raleigh -15th Century 
 

“...for a firm decision, a quicker and more drastic form of pressure is required. Since men live upon the land and not upon the sea, great issues between nations 
at war have always been decided-except in the rarest cases-either by what your army can do against your enemy’s territory and national life, or else by the fear 
of what the fleet makes it possible for your army to do.” 

Sir Julian Stafford Corbett 
Some Principles of Maritime Strategy 

 
 
Defining and Addressing the Proximate Challenge: The ‘world-system’s’1 oceans and its related ecosystems are 
undeniably ‘shared’ (hence, the concept of a global oceans “commons”), but increasingly violently contested (and hence, 
a rising ‘un-commoning’ of the global maritime commons).  In the present-day context, 90 percent of global trade transport 
through oceans, which are laced by a network of shipping routes connecting continents and Islands with one another 
around the world (Alexander, 1992). Commercial shipping and warships often travel through straits, channels and narrows 

waterways to reduce transport costs; and 
time of transport is money. Similarly, these 
narrow areas of convergence prove 
geostrategically determinative, for their use and 
utility, throughout the ages, for purposes of 
interdiction of commercial trade traffic, to 
purposes of war-fare and peace-fare.  For 
millennia, at least fourteen (14) specific 
passageways, referred to as ‘choke points’ 
(Rodrigue, 2004), have proven historically 
determinative for world-system stability, in 
both geopolitical and geoeconomic terms.    
 
Houthi attacks in the Red Sea today, hurt 
global trade and slow the energy transition. 
Recent attacks on commercial ships in the 

Red Sea have underscored the importance of seaborne international trade and challenged the role of the United States in 
safeguarding commerce in the global commons. Maritime trade of energy, especially, is of fundamental importance to the 
security of supply for energy and to the price felt by consumers worldwide. In addition, the effects of a major disruption 
to freedom of navigation holds many damaging but indirect consequences—including slowing progress on addressing 
climate change. 

 
1 We adopt and apply a ‘World-Systems’ theoretical apparatus and methodological approach to this analysis and application of the proto-theory 

of ‘Compound Security’ and its applicability to our concept of ‘compound maritime security’. World-systems theory (also known as world-

systems analysis or the world-systems perspective) is a multidisciplinary approach to world history and social change which emphasizes the 
world-system (and not the nation states) as the primary (but not exclusive) unit of social analysis.  See the works of Immanuel Wallerstein.  

Immanuel Wallerstein, (2004), “World-systems Analysis.” In World System History, ed. George Modelski, in Encyclopedia of Life Support 

Systems (EOLSS), developed under the Auspices of the UNESCO, Eolss Publishers, Oxford, UK. 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/houthi-attacks-in-the-red-sea-hurt-global-trade-and-slow-the-energy-transition/#:~:text=January%2025%2C%202024-,Houthi%20attacks%20in%20the%20Red%20Sea%20hurt,and%20slow%20the%20energy%20transition&text=Recent%20attacks%20on%20commercial%20ships,commerce%20in%20the%20global%20commons.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/houthi-attacks-in-the-red-sea-hurt-global-trade-and-slow-the-energy-transition/#:~:text=January%2025%2C%202024-,Houthi%20attacks%20in%20the%20Red%20Sea%20hurt,and%20slow%20the%20energy%20transition&text=Recent%20attacks%20on%20commercial%20ships,commerce%20in%20the%20global%20commons.
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These ‘intersectionalities’ define the Houthi anti-maritime attacks 
at the Bab al Mandeb Strait, and across the Red Sea, as a set of 
local ‘troubles’ for sure; but more strategically consequential, as 
a global compound security dilemma. The additional fact that these 
‘local acts’ of resistance and/or terrorism (depending on your 
point-of-view) are also proxy and surrogate moves in a wider 
‘great game’ afoot, only makes this compound security 
dilemma more complex and intractable to traditional forms of 
intervention treatments.   Again, let’s look clear-eyed and 
critically at the ongoing Iranian-supplied Houthi attacks in and 
around the Red Sea’s Bab al Mandeb chokepoint. The United 
States’ response to the attacks, Operation Prosperity 
Guardian, concentrates naval assets and command-and-
control bandwidth on the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, wedged 
between the Horn of Africa and the southwestern corner of 
the Arabian Peninsula. Operation Prosperity Guardian has 
engaged Houthi drones, surface-to-ship ballistic missiles, small combatant vessels, and other arms in defense of merchant 
traffic and naval assets. However, the operation has thus far failed to deter further Houthi attacks and have equally failed 
to provide assurance of safe passage to commercial vessels transiting the Red Sea.  
 
 Appreciating ‘Compound’ Maritime Insecurity. 
 
Compound maritime insecurity refers to the multifaceted threats that arise in strategic maritime zones, particularly around 
global chokepoints – narrow channels critical for international navigation. These chokepoints, such as the Strait of 
Hormuz, the Suez Canal, and the Strait of Malacca, facilitate a significant portion of the world's trade and energy supplies, 
making their security paramount for global economic stability. 
 
Quick Analysis: The dynamics that define compound maritime insecurity include, but are not limited to, piracy, terrorism, 
smuggling, illegal fishing, and geopolitical tensions. These threats are interconnected, with one often exacerbating another.  
For instance, piracy can be linked to weak state governance, which in turn may be exploited by terrorist groups, further 
destabilizing the region. 
 
Quick Examination: In a detailed examination, we find that the negative consequences of compound maritime insecurity 
for shipping include the disruption of global trade flows, increased costs due to rerouting or heightened insurance 
premiums, and the physical risks to cargo and crew. These challenges have a pronounced impact on the supply chains and 
can lead to global market volatility. 
For littoral states, or those adjacent to maritime chokepoints, compound insecurity can exacerbate existing governance 
and fragility issues. Weak coastal and port security can invite criminal activity, which can erode state authority. This erosion 
manifests in decreased economic growth due to diminished investor confidence and potential loss of shipping revenues, 
thereby straining the already fragile governance structures. 
 
Quick Evaluation: The impact of compound maritime insecurity on shipping and littoral state governance and fragility is 
severe and has several dimensions: 
 

1. Economic Costs: Shipping companies face increased operational costs, resulting in higher prices for goods and energy. This can have 
inflationary effects worldwide and particularly strain the economies of littoral states. 

2. Political Instability: Security challenges can destabilize governance in littoral states, leading to political turbulence. This instability can scare 
away foreign direct investment and aid, critical for the development of these countries. 

3. Security Deterioration: Continuous threats at sea can lead to the militarization of maritime zones, raising tensions among states and possibly 
resulting in conflicts or arms races, further diverting resources away from social and economic development.  

4. Socio-Economic Consequences: On a local level, the livelihoods of communities dependent on sea-based resources can be disrupted, 
exacerbating poverty and underdevelopment, which can drive individuals towards illicit activities, creating a vicious cycle of insecurity. 

5. International Relations: Heightened insecurity at chokepoints can lead to international conflict, as states might engage in aggressive 
posturing to protect their interests. This can disrupt international cooperation and lead to an increase in unilateral actions. 

 
Compound maritime insecurity at global chokepoints presents complex challenges that can have detrimental knock-on 
effects for shipping, global trade, and the governance and stability of littoral states. Its multi-layered nature requires a 
coordinated response that combines local governance strengthening, regional cooperation, and international support to 

rising insurance 
premiums to 

shipping industry 

https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3621110/statement-from-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-on-ensuring-freedom-of-n/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3621110/statement-from-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-on-ensuring-freedom-of-n/
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ensure the security and free passage through these critical maritime arteries. Addressing the root causes of insecurity, such 
as economic disparity, political fragility, and inadequate law enforcement, is also crucial for sustainable solutions that 
benefit all stakeholders. 
 
Given the complexity of these diverse maritime regions and their respective security dynamics, a fully detailed examination 
of each individual use case would be exceedingly lengthy and beyond the scope of this prospectus. However, what follows 
is a concise amended analysis that considers the compound maritime insecurity within these specific locations. 
 

Suez Canal: This Egyptian chokepoint is essential for the movement between the Mediterranean and Red Seas. The blockade of the Suez by a grounded 
vessel in 2021 highlighted the vulnerabilities of chokepoints to accidents compounded by sheer volume of traffic. Security is also threatened by political instability 
in the region. 
 
Strait of Hormuz: Located between Oman and Iran, it's a critical passageway for oil exports. It is frequently a stage for geopolitical tensions between Iran 
and other Gulf states, affecting oil prices worldwide. Tensions and the regional arms race exacerbate maritime insecurity. 
 
Strait of Gibraltar: Linking the Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic Ocean, this chokepoint sees a constant flow of narcotics and human trafficking, challenging 
both Spain and Morocco. Although it remains among the more secure straits, the volume of traffic demands vigilance against threats like terrorism. 
 
Dover Strait: The narrowest part of the English Channel, laden with busy trade and passenger traffic between 
the UK and continental Europe, faces challenges from migrant crossings and intense congestion, increasing the 
potential for accidents and their impact on trade. 
 
Turkish Straits (Bosphorus and Dardanelles): Turkey controls these crucial passages that connect the 
Black Sea to the Mediterranean. With rising tension in the region, especially due to conflicts in Syria and Ukraine, 
there's potential for disruption in shipments and escalation of regional conflict. 
 
Black Sea Ports and Rail Networks: Ports like Odessa are vital for grain and energy exports. Security is heavily impacted by regional conflict as seen 
in the Ukraine-Russia crisis. Insecurity disrupts supply chains and amplifies the risks of smuggling and human trafficking. 
 
Strait of Malacca: One of the world's busiest waterways, running between Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore, faces piracy, shipping accidents, and 

potential for terrorist activities, posing risks to the immense volume of trade between Asia and Europe. 
Brazil's Southern Ports and Inland Road Network: While the threat of piracy is low, Brazil faces challenges 
in ensuring secure and efficient land-sea transitions, dealing with drug trafficking, and incidents of theft. The vast network 
requires robust enforcement and regional cooperation to maintain security. 
 
Panama Canal: Vital for connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, the Panama Canal's security impacts are from 
the neighboring countries' political fluctuations and illicit activities. Expanded capacity has heightened the strategic 
importance, putting pressure on Panama to manage both the traffic and potential for security breaches. 
 
US Gulf Coast Ports: These ports, critical for energy exports and imports, deal with natural and man-made threats. 
Issues range from hurricanes disrupting operations to cybersecurity threats targeting port infrastructure. Ensuring continuity 

despite these threats presents a continuous challenge. 

 
In evaluating the complexities across these chokepoints and regions, it is apparent that compound maritime insecurity 
takes on distinctive forms influenced by local and regional factors. The overarching negative consequences range from 
economic losses due to disruptions in shipping routes to heightened regional tensions and governance challenges posed 
by illicit activities, natural disasters, and geopolitical strife. 
Each region demands tailored strategies that address not only immediate security concerns but also long-term regional 
cooperation and development. The imperative involves strengthening maritime governance, fostering resilient 
infrastructure, and ensuring a balance in great power involvement. It's particularly relevant for regions like the Strait of 
Hormuz and the Black Sea, where great power competitions intensify security risks.  Rapid responses to incidents like the 
Suez Canal blockage and the fortification of infrastructure against both cyber and environmental threats, as seen in the US 
Gulf Coast, are examples of measures needed to combat compound maritime insecurity. Additionally, multi-lateral 
frameworks that encourage cooperation, as seen in the Strait of Malacca through coordinated patrols by Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and Singapore, offer models for regional approaches to managing maritime security. 
  



© Isaiah (Ike) Wilson III @ WILSON W.i.S.E. Consulting LLC 

 
6 

Understanding the ‘Proximate’ Problem in its ‘Enlarged Context’:  What’s unique about this new global security 
environment, and what are we missing?  War is, once again and everywhere, on the rise. And our existing structures and processes for 
planning and analysis, including our military-civilian campaigning ways, are not sufficient for todays and tomorrow’s needs. The International 
Institute for Strategic Studies in London’s 
annual Armed Conflict Survey paints a grim 
picture of rising violence and highlights a 
paradoxical global security landscape: where 
a popular sense of an “intractability” of 
crises coexists with a condition of unsober 
and unseriousness in realizing and coping 
with the full gravity of today’s security 
dilemmas. As historian Max Hasting further 
notes,  
 
... One of the primary reasons Europe went to war in 1914 
is that none of the big players were as frightened as they 
should have been, of conflict as a supreme human 
catastrophe. After a century in which the continent had 
experienced only limited wars, from which Prussia had been 
an especially conspicuous profiteer, too many statesmen viewed war as a usable instrument of policy, which proved a catastrophic misjudgment.  
 

Our current 20th century approach to confronting our adversaries – state and non-state – will fail. This is due to cultural, 

political, and environmental forces that are rapidly altering the environment of global geopolitical competition and hence 

accelerating the evolution of compound security threats.  
Our adversaries at every level, subnational to nation state to 

regional, are exploiting this changed environment to present 

us with more dilemmas – radicalization, transnational crime, 

climate insecurity, forced population movements, etc., than 

the Force is equipped and structured to handle with current 

strategy and tactics. And this wicked compound ‘great game’ 

is playing out at its fiercest, at or near the global maritime un-

commons. What is required for us to proact, respond, and 

win, is first, to: change how we campaign; second, align all 

elements of national power (defense, diplomacy, 

development, and commercial enterprise – 3D+C); third, 

enlist allies and partners in a novel “polycentric” security 

architecture; fourth, re-emphasize the importance of 

geography in the global commons (commercial advantage - 

Belt and Road, commerce choke-points - e.g., Houthi’s 

attacks in the Red Sea); and lastly, impose full-continuum 

costs on our adversaries everywhere, and all of the time.  

 
Academic theories related to strategic geography (Corbett, early 20th century; Loewenstein et al., 2019) and 

contemporary statecraft (Art and Waltz, 
1993; Wilson, 2021) underpin the need for a 
geostrategic approach to security, focusing 
on choke points that not only hold historical 
significance but also current geopolitical and 
economic value.  Moreover, the concept of 
societal resilience (Stephan, Marshall, & 
McGinnis, 2019; CGIAR, 2011) adds an 
additional layer to the strategy, arguing for a 
shift toward polycentric governance and 
bolstering less resilient nations' abilities to 
face security threats. (Smitson 2024).  

https://press.armywarcollege.edu/parameters/vol50/iss2/3/
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The concept of polycentricity2 we find promising here.  Polycentric arrangements demonstrate characteristics of order; 
as the degree of order increases, the arrangements coalesce into a broader identifiable system. Researchers working in 
Latin America, West Africa, and elsewhere have successfully applied pseudo-polycentric concepts of vulnerability and 
resilience by mapping where indicators of exposure to hazards, poor infrastructure, underdeveloped markets, or weak 
governance overlap in the same place, though compound security threats tend to recur in the same locations over time 
(Ibarrarán et al. 2008, CGIAR 2011, Busby et al. 2012, Busby et al. 2014, OECD 2022, Thiel, Blomquist, Garrick 2019, 
Ostrom, Tiebout, Warren (‘OTW’) 1961). However, none of these researchers have explicitly investigated the use of 
societal resilience and vulnerability indicators for geo-targeting deterrence treatments against political and economic coercion by 
China and other predatory adversaries, state and nonstate. 
 

Geostrategic Nexuses and Converging Threats: The theory of ‘compound security competition’ (CsC) emphasizes the 

importance of key geographic locations. CsC highlights how threats often converge in historically significant areas, which 

are also nodes of expansive projects like the Belt & Road (BRI) Initiative (also referred to as ‘One Belt, One 
Road’, OBOR).  Control over these strategic nexuses can provide substantial advantages, suggesting that these are the 

areas where forces should be deployed and where international power struggles will likely unfold. (Loewenstein et al. 2019, 

Tobler 1970, Wilson 2022) Short of including the compounding of otherwise discrete lines of threats, national security, 

and defense calculations of Force Requirements (i.e., Structure, Development, Modernization, Design) as well as Risk 

Assessments will suffer from an under-count, resulting in an unintended discounting of multipliers. These repercussions 

dramatically alter the risk calculus, risk reward, and benefits-to-costs factors critical to strategy planning, military-civil 

campaigning, policy decision-making, and the achievement of ‘comprehensive joint-combined readiness.  

 
Figure. Geostrategic “Faultline Confrontations” Key ‘Nexes’ and Xi’s China’s Belt & Road Initiative Key ‘Nodes’  
 
Geo-Strategic Dilemmas: Todays and tomorrow’s global un-commons security dilemmas demand nothing less than an 
overmatching and comprehensive readiness-based and configured “3D+C” integrated statecraft intervention regimen;3 
one premised upon “maxi-min” strategies—i.e., strategies that produce maximum positional advantaging effects 
(outcomes), at geostrategically-profound and determinative times and places, i.e., at or proximate to the global 
‘Commanding Heights’.4 (Wilson 2024)   The global maritime ‘commons’, and the 14-straits and chokepoints that 
ultimately define the relative strength or vulnerability of these ‘Commons’, are the places and spaces of most determinative 
geostrategic importance, for security, defense, and prosperity. The theory of CsC, translated and transposed into real-
world practical operations, actions, activities, and investments (OAAs; OAIs), advocates for and promotes a dual ‘preventive 

 
2 Polycentric: connotes multiple centers of decision-making authority which are de jure independent or de facto autonomous of each other. 
Polycentric Governance: governance that has polycentric attributes, where governance is a process by which the repertoire of rules, norms, and 
strategies that guide behavior within a given realm of policy interactions are formed, applied, interpreted, and reformed. 

 
3 The 3D + C framework, developed by Dr. Isaiah (Ike) Wilson III (Wilson W.i.S.E. Consulting LLC), in partnership with Gainful Solutions 
Inc.(managing partners Ambassador (Ret.) Michael Ranneberger and Mr. Soheil Nazari-Kangarlou), should be an integral element of a more 

effective approach. (Wilson 2024) 
4 The ‘Commanding Heights’ is a referent to “the high ground of a state’s political economy and promotes the advance of state regulatory control 
over a states’ marshaling of resources sufficient to the rebuild, refurbishment, and renewal (renaissance) and propulsion of state economies and 

economic growth. See, Daniel Yergin and Joseph Stanislaw, The Commanding Heights: The Battle Between Government and the Marketplace 

that is Remaking the Modern World. (New York: Simon & Schuster), 1998. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/27871226
https://ostromworkshop.indiana.edu/courses-teaching/teaching-tools/polycentric-goverance/index.html
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/regional-integration/brief/belt-and-road-initiative
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/regional-integration/brief/belt-and-road-initiative
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/regional-integration/brief/belt-and-road-initiative
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gh5poakupi6njhykyrg71/5.-Ike-Wilson_WWLL-Under-CSC-Conditions_Final-Paper-compressed-version.pdf?rlkey=23moy7y6cb612w6ejhqeq5wqu&dl=0
https://www.brookings.edu/books/preventive-defense/
https://www.gainfulsolutions.com/
https://www.gainfulsolutions.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gh5poakupi6njhykyrg71/5.-Ike-Wilson_WWLL-Under-CSC-Conditions_Final-Paper-compressed-version.pdf?rlkey=23moy7y6cb612w6ejhqeq5wqu&dl=0
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defense’-premised maxi-min strategy to confront great power competition, specifically the growing influence of China, Russia, 
and Iran. First, a direct response is necessary, involving geopolitical, geostrategic, and tech-savvy measures, along with 
force projection to deter adversaries by denial or punishment. Second, an indirect response calls for supportive 
interventions aimed at aiding less resilient states and ethnic groups worldwide, helping them resist the threats and 
inducements from major competitors.  (Art and Waltz 1993, Wilson 2021) 
 
Compound Security Threats (CSTs) demand nothing less than overmatching compound solutions.  And to achieve such 
‘overmatch’ nothing less than integrative (and integrated) comprehensive whole of governments/societies pursuits are 
sufficient. Our Integrated 3D+C Statecraft approach provides that new innovative way.  Global “compound maritime insecurity” is 
the key dilemma arena of our contemporary times.  Upon diagnosing the increasingly chronic contagion threat of 
compound maritime insecurity, the ‘disease’, if you will, is multi-nodal, and metastatic. 
 

Compounding Environmental Degradation Consequences.  
Compound maritime insecurity can lead to a range of environmental negative consequences, affecting both the health of 
the marine ecosystem and the human populations that rely on it. Such insecurity often signifies a lack of effective 
governance, diminished law enforcement capability, and an increase in illegal activities, all of which can contribute to the 
environmental degradation of the world's oceans and coastlines. Here is an assessment of some potential environmental 
negative consequences related to compound maritime insecurity: 
 

Increased Pollution: Insecure maritime regions are often plagued by lax enforcement of environmental regulations. This can lead to increased pollution from ships, such 
as illegal dumping of waste and oil, discharge of ballast water containing invasive species or pollutants, and accidental oil spills due to attacks on oil tankers or infrastructure. 
Overfishing and Illegal Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing: Weak maritime security enables illegal fishing activities, which can lead to 
overfishing and the depletion of fish stocks. IUU fishing disrupts marine ecosystems, depriving local communities of food and economic sustainability, and can also lead to 
the bycatch of protected species. 
Destruction of Habitats: Militarization of maritime zones or conflicts at sea can lead to physical damage to delicate ecosystems such as coral reefs, mangroves, and 
seabed structures. This damage can be caused directly by military operations or through increased vessel traffic and anchoring in sensitive areas. 
Chemical Warfare Agents and Munitions Dumping: History has instances where chemical munitions have been dumped at sea. In regions with poor maritime 
security, there could exist the risk of illegal dumping or, in conflict scenarios, the potential use of such agents, which poses a serious environmental hazard. 
Trafficking of Wildlife and Natural Resources: Maritime insecurity may facilitate the trafficking of endangered species and natural resources, including timber 
and minerals. Poaching and illegal trade across maritime routes contribute to biodiversity loss and the erosion of natural resources. 
Reduced Conservation Efforts: Political instability and conflict often shift focus away from environmental conservation efforts toward more immediate security 
concerns. This can stall conservation projects, weaken protected marine areas, and lead to neglect of environmental policies.  
Climate Change and Environmental Crimes: Insufficient security can lead to an increase in environmental crimes, such as carbon emissions trading fraud. 
Additionally, piracy and maritime terrorism can disrupt the global supply chain, potentially leading to more emissions due to longer alternative routing for shipping. 
Unsafe Salvage Operations: When maritime security is weak, the handling of distressed vessels and salvage operations may not comply with environmental regulations, 
leading to unsafe practices in such operations. This can result in further pollution from the spilling of cargo or fuel, or from improper dismantling processes. 
Undermining Marine Protected Areas: The effectiveness of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) relies on the ability to enforce restrictions on activities like fishing, 
anchorage, and traffic. Without adequate security, these areas may be compromised, leading to habitat destruction and biodiversity loss. 
Direct Environmental Impacts of Conflict: When maritime insecurity escalates into active conflict, the environmental impacts can be immediate and severe. 
Naval skirmishes can result in oil spills, while sunken vessels can leach toxic materials into the sea over time. Additionally, the detritus of war, including unexploded 
ordnances, poses a long-term environmental hazard. 

 
Compound maritime insecurity exacerbates risks to marine ecosystems and undermines sustainable development. The 
interconnected nature of security and environmental stewardship demands integrated solutions that address governance, 
enforcement, and conservation collectively to protect the marine environment. Effective maritime security measures, along 
with international cooperation, are essential for combating environmental degradation and ensuring the preservation of 
the world's oceans for future generations. 
      

Compounding Global Financial Risks.  
Stable and secure maritime routes are paramount for sustained economic growth, and disruptions can have cascading 
effects on financial markets and economies worldwide. 
  
Any blockage, whether due to conflict, piracy, or other forms of disruption, poses systemic financial risks—leading to 
increased shipping costs, delayed deliveries, and volatile commodity markets. These disruptions have the potential to 
escalate into broader economic instability and could trigger significant insurance premium hikes, affecting the cost of 
goods and profitability for companies and consumers alike (Lloyds, 2013; World Shipping Council, n.d.).  Regionally, 
financial risks manifest in the potential for decreased foreign direct investment and trade within affected areas. Uncertainty 
and instability around chokepoints can deter investment, stifle economic growth, and make regional economic planning 
challenging (Smitson, 2024). Moreover, regional banking and financial services sectors, heavily reliant on cross-border 
transactions facilitated through maritime trade, may face liquidity constraints and credit risks when such trade is disrupted 
(IMF, 2017). The economic impacts on littoral communities and countries surrounding the chokepoints are locally and 

https://www.brookings.edu/books/preventive-defense/
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regionally consequential; yet, globally determinative. These localized communities are often economically reliant on the 
maritime sector for employment, from port operations to fishing industries. Security threats and disruptions can hamper 
these employment opportunities, potentially leading to higher local unemployment rates, reduced income, and increased 
poverty, which could contribute to a cycle of instability that further endangers maritime corridors (United Nations 
Development Programme, 1994). 
 
At the global level, the security of maritime chokepoints has direct implications for the stability of international markets 
and trade. Any form of disruption in these critical junctures, whether due to piracy, terrorism, geopolitical conflicts, or 

natural disasters, can lead to significant increases in 
shipping costs and insurance premiums, delaying the 
flow of essential goods and commodities (Stopford, 
2009). These increased operational costs have a ripple 
effect through global supply chains, leading to higher 
prices for end-users and impacting global financial 
markets (UNCTAD, 2021). Security issues at maritime 
chokepoints can lead to disruptions in shipping lanes, 
causing delays in global supply chains and potentially 
significant fluctuations in international commodity 
markets (Kaplan, 2012). The uncertainty and 
unpredictability injected into global trade can discourage 
investment, raise the cost of goods, and destabilize 
financial markets (Bernanke, 2007).  

      Figure. Crude Oil Flows Thru Key Straits 
 
The "3D+C" strategy aims to mitigate these risks by enhancing security and ensuring the smooth passage of trade, which 
supports stable global economic growth and minimizes price volatility (World Bank, 2021).   
 
Regionally, the stability of chokepoint areas is vital for economic integration and trade cooperation. Disruptions can induce 
substantial financial risks by deterring investment, elevating the cost of 
regional trade, and potentially leading to economic isolation. By fostering 
regional collaboration through diplomacy and development initiatives, the 
"3D+C" strategy promotes regional economic resilience and helps safeguard 
against such economic shocks (OECD, 2016). Additionally, the development 
component emphasizes infrastructure and capacity building, contributing to 
regional economic development and integration, which can attract further 
investment, creating a virtuous cycle of stability and economic growth (IMF, 
2020).  At the local level, the inhabitants of littoral chokepoint regions often 
face substantial financial risks due to their reliance on maritime trade and 
related industries for sustenance and income (Pereira, 2003). Any threat to 
maritime security could jeopardize local livelihoods, exacerbate poverty, and possibly drive populations towards illicit 
activities, further undermining security.  The comprehensive "3D+C" strategy actively addresses these issues by targeting 
development projects – specifically within strait-littoral countries, and more pointedly, at those chokepoint states most fragile and non-
responsive signatories to the UNCLOS – that improve local economic conditions and create alternative sources of income, thus 
enhancing community resilience. The approach also stresses the need for investment in human capital, such as education 
and training, which can enable locals to participate in and benefit more fully from global trade activities (UNDP, 1994). 
 
 Fragility, Violence, & Conflict at and within ‘Chokepoint Countries’ 
Comprehensive preparedness and interference for anticipated threats is highly contingent on the nature of geography, and 
the Fragility, Violence, & Conflict (FVC) vulnerability and resiliency calculates of chokepoint/strait countries.   
Compound maritime insecurity refers to the multifaceted and interdependent security challenges faced by nations in 
strategic maritime areas, especially those with critical sea lanes known as chokepoints. These chokepoints, which include 
vital passages such as the Strait of Hormuz, the Suez Canal, and the Strait of Malacca, are crucial for global trade and the 
movement of resources. Insecurity in these regions can emerge from piracy, terrorist activities, smuggling, illegal fishing, 
as well as geopolitical disputes. From the 'fragility, violence, and conflict' perspective, chokepoint countries often struggle 
with a mixture of internal and external pressures that compound their maritime security challenges. (World Bank 2023) 
Internally, political instability, weak governance, and lack of effective law enforcement exacerbate the risks of maritime 
insecurity. Externally, the global dependency on these chokepoints for trade places immense pressure on these nations to 

The economic impacts on 
littoral communities and 
countries surrounding the 
chokepoints are locally and 
regionally consequential; yet, 
globally determinative. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence
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secure their waters, often with limited resources and support.  The implications of compound maritime insecurity for these 
countries are significant. Economically, it can threaten the very livelihood of nations through disruptions in trade and 
increases in insurance premiums for shipping companies, which can lead to higher global commodity prices. Politically, it 
can destabilize regional balances of power and exacerbate tensions between states. Furthermore, unchecked insecurity can 
spiral into increased violence, potentially leading to conflicts that could engage multiple nations with vested interests in 
maintaining open and secure sea lanes.  In summary, compound maritime insecurity poses a serious challenge to 
chokepoint countries, impacting their internal stability and the broader regional and global economic and security 
architecture. A focused approach addressing both the symptoms and root causes of fragility, violence, and conflict is 
crucial in mitigating these risks and ensuring the security of vital maritime passageways. 
 
When chokepoint countries are left to fend for themselves in managing compound maritime insecurity, they often resort 
to forging numerous bilateral agreements with extra-regional actors. These agreements are usually sought with powerful 
nations that have strategic interests in ensuring the free flow of trade and security along these waterways. While such 
bilateral agreements can provide the immediate military and financial support needed to address security challenges, they 
often come at a significant cost to regional integration and sovereignty. 
 
The reliance on extra-regional actors can undermine efforts towards regional cooperation and integration. Rather than 
developing a unified, collaborative approach to security that benefits all countries in the region, each chokepoint country 
may lean heavily on its individual partnerships with external powers. This can create a patchwork of security arrangements 
that may lack coherence and could potentially lead to a sense of dependency (Matunhu 2011, Herath 2008, Dos Santos 
1970, Frank 1966), while also sidelining regional institutions that could otherwise play a stabilizing role.  Moreover, these 
agreements can lead to a geopolitical competition among extra-regional powers eager to extend their influence. Their 
interests often go beyond mere maritime security, touching upon establishing military bases, securing favorable economic 
deals, and enhancing their strategic presence. 
 
The vignette of Djibouti (DJI) and Somalia (SOM) serves as an illustrative case. Djibouti is located at the southern entrance 
to the Red Sea, abutting the critical Bab-el-Mandeb Strait. It serves as a host to various international military bases, 
including those of the United States, China, France, and Japan among others. The presence of these bases contributes to 
Djibouti's economy but also reflects the geopolitical importance of the region. This has raised concerns about the potential 
erosion of Djibouti's sovereignty and the complicated dance of diplomacy that the country must engage in with multiple 
powerful countries. 
 
Similarly, Somalia, with its long coastline bordering the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean, has been of strategic interest to 
various countries due to its proximity to shipping lanes and its internal challenges with piracy and terrorism. The fragility 
of Somalia's government has led to various external interventions, but these have often been bilateral and focused on 
counterterrorism, occasionally overshadowing the broader need for political stability, economic development, and regional 
maritime security cooperation. 
 
The heavy external military and political presence in Djibouti and Somalia, while contributing to certain aspects of maritime 
security, could also lead to an over-militarization of the region. Without the corresponding emphasis on socio-economic 
development and political stability, simply increasing military security can be unsustainable and may not address the deeper 
underlying issues such as poverty, unemployment, and governance deficiencies that often drive insecurity.  This dynamic 
complicates efforts for genuine regional integration, as neighboring countries and regional organizations might feel 
sidelined or overpowered by the strategic plays of global powers. The result is a fragmented regional security landscape 
with increased potential for tensions and conflicts fueled by external interests rather than a cohesive, sustainable approach 
driven by the regional stakeholders themselves. 
 
While bilateral agreements with extra-regional actors can bring immediate security benefits to chokepoint countries like 
Djibouti and Somalia, without a balanced approach that includes investment in human development and regional 
integration, these nations may find themselves in a perpetual state of vulnerability, with their maritime security tied to the 
fluctuating interests and policies of distant powers. This can hinder comprehensive regional efforts to combat fragility, 
violence, and conflict—a critical component to lasting maritime security. 
   
Geo-Strategic Responses: A shift towards a polycentric system of governance in security matters is recommended. By 
considering societal vulnerabilities and societal resilience, the strategy seeks to improve the collective security blanket, 
making 'distant' security concerns 'near' and actionable for more powerful, stable nations. (Stephan, Marshall, 



© Isaiah (Ike) Wilson III @ WILSON W.i.S.E. Consulting LLC 

 
11 

McGinnis 2019). Also, (Ibarrarán et al. 2008, CGIAR 2011, Busby et al. 2012, Busby et al. 2014, OECD 2022, Thiel, 
Blomquist, Garrick 2019, Ostrom, Tiebout, Warren (‘OTW’) 1961); and (Smitson 2024)  
 

“All Politics is Local:” Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) in fragile chokepoint countries. 
Foreign direct investments (FDIs) in fragile chokepoint states can generate substantial security dividends, underpinning 
regional and global maritime stability. The proposed "3D+C" maritime security strategy underscores the pivotal role 
foreign direct investments play in bolstering defense and security capabilities, specifically within vulnerable chokepoint 
states (Wilson, 2024). By focusing on strategic economic injections, FDIs can substantially enhance infrastructural 
resilience, governance capacity, and regional stability, thereby contributing positively to both local and international 
security landscapes (Busby et al., 2012).  The investment in chokepoint regions, deliberately allocated and governed by 
state entities, is poised to develop more robust physical and institutional infrastructures capable of mitigating risks 
associated with maritime transport and trade. This type of investment extends beyond mere economic gains and forms an 
integral component of a proactive defense strategy (Stephan, Marshall, & McGinnis, 2019; CGIAR, 2011). 
  
As FDIs increase, chokepoint states receive the necessary capital to upgrade ports, enhance surveillance and monitoring 
systems, and improve response capabilities to security threats. Collectively, these improvements serve as a deterrent to 
possible aggressors and to maintain the uninterrupted flow of trade. In essence, prosperous, and stable chokepoint states 
are better equipped to administer and secure critical sea 
lanes, thus generating a multiplier effect on regional and 
global security (Ibarrarán et al., 2008).  
  
On a broader scale, well-invested chokepoint states can 
lead to a cascade of security dividends: higher 
employment, reduced poverty, and more stable 
governance can culminate in diminishing the root 
causes of piracy, terrorism, and insurgencies that 
threaten maritime security. Such investments can 
transform these regions from security liabilities into 
pillars of regional stability (OECD, 2022; Thiel, 
Blomquist, & Garrick, 2019).  Moreover, strategic FDIs 
serve as a soft-power tool, promoting partnerships and 
yielding influence that aligns with regional security 
objectives. These economic engagements thus become 
a form of security investment themselves by building a 
network of interdependent states with vested interests 
in preserving the peace and stability of their waterways 
(Wilson, 2024; Smitson, 2024). 
 
Our proposal highlights that sustained foreign 
economic investments in strategically located, fragile 
chokepoint states function dualistically as economic stimuli and strategic security enhancements. Such investments are 
advocated not only for their immediate economic benefits but also for their potential to significantly fortify maritime 
security and defense at regional and global levels. By harnessing the capabilities and resources of at-risk states, these 
investments can address underlying vulnerabilities and create a reinforcing cycle of security and prosperity.  Investments 
prioritized in sectors such as port infrastructure, maritime surveillance, law enforcement capacity building, and regional 
collaboration mechanisms directly contribute to a secure maritime environment (OTW, 1961). These infrastructural 
enhancements act to diminish the strategic appeal of chokepoint states as targets for hostile or criminal enterprises, thus 
precluding activities that would otherwise disrupt international shipping lanes and global commerce (Rodrigue, 2004). 
  
Beyond hard security assets, FDI can foster socioeconomic development that indirectly stabilizes the region by reducing 
the societal drivers of conflict and piracy (Ibarrarán et al., 2008). A more prosperous state is a more stable one, which is 
less likely to serve as a breeding ground for actions that undermine security. Economic prosperity and security are 
inextricably linked, particularly in geopolitically sensitive regions (Busby et al., 2012). Additionally, strategic economic 
partnerships established through FDIs can increase the political will and capacity of regional states to adhere to 
international norms, such as those set forth in the Law of the Sea Convention (1982), thus enhancing governance and legal 
frameworks necessary for maritime security (OECD, 2022). 
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The proposed integration of strategic FDIs within the wider "3D+C" framework represents an innovative approach. It 
assures that while governments maintain direct control over security measures, the reinforcing support of commercially 
driven investments significantly reduces security risks in maritime domains. This integrated approach aligns economic 
development with geostrategic interests, creating a fortified, interdependent security environment that benefits all 
stakeholders navigating the vital arteries of global trade (Stephan, Marshall, & McGinnis, 2019).  Our proposal suggests 
that by adopting policies that drive targeted foreign direct investments into fragile chokepoint states, the international 
community can engender more robust and resilient maritime economies, thereby drastically reducing the risk of conflict 
and securing the global supply chains that hinge upon these critical maritime junctures (Wilson, 2024; Thiel, Blomquist, & 
Garrick, 2019). 
  
We articulate that an integrated "3D+C" approach, combining the elements of Defense, Diplomacy, Development, and 
Commercial enterprise, offers a multifaceted strategy that not only bolsters maritime security but also amplifies profitability 
and overall prosperity.  The "3D+C" strategy is designed to transcend traditional security models by weaving together the 
capabilities of military defense with diplomatic negotiations, developmental initiatives, and commercial activities (Wilson, 
2024). By integrating these realms, a comprehensive approach can stabilize maritime regions, thereby facilitating a safer 
and more efficient environment for commercial trade.   
  

Achieving Prosperity and Profits thru Enhancing Human Security. 
Local inhabitants of chokepoint littoral countries are often directly affected by the security of maritime channels, as their 
economic stability is intimately tied to these waters. Issues such as piracy, illegal trafficking, and maritime disputes can 
have detrimental impacts on their livelihoods, ranging from fishing and tourism to the broader ancillary industries that 
serve shipping and trade (Waltz, 1993).   
 
Our "3D+C" strategy emphasizes the importance of human security within the broader context of maritime security, 
viewing the protection of individual rights and safety as inseparable from the preservation of international trade routes 
and national defense structures (Thiel, Blomquist, & Garrick, 2019). By focusing on human security, the strategy aims to 
address both the direct and indirect impacts of maritime insecurity on individual lives and livelihoods, establishing an 
environment where economic prosperity is matched by social well-being (United Nations Development Programme, 
1994).  The defense component of the "3D+C" framework ensures the safety of human life at sea by deterring piracy, human 
trafficking, and other crimes that threaten individuals aboard commercial and private vessels (Rodrigue, 2004). The 
employment of naval assets and maritime law enforcement promotes a secure maritime space, thus upholding human 
security as a foundation for overall maritime domain stability. Diplomacy plays a critical role in establishing international 
treaties and agreements that protect the rights of seafarers, fisherfolk, and coastal communities, especially in conflict-prone 
choke point regions. Diplomatic efforts are geared towards creating binding commitments to uphold human security 
standards, prevent exploitation, and promote the safe passage of migrants and refugees (Stephan, Marshall, & McGinnis, 
2019). Development initiatives contribute to human security by improving the socio-economic conditions in coastal and 
chokepoint regions. By investing in education, healthcare, and economic opportunities, the strategy aims to alleviate 
poverty and reduce the factors that lead individuals to engage in piracy or other forms of maritime crime. These initiatives 
promote social and economic resilience, which is crucial for countering the root causes of maritime insecurity (Busby et 
al., 2012).  The commercial aspect complements this by advancing corporate social responsibility, ensuring that the profit-
driven motives of maritime trade do not come at the cost of human well-being. It advocates for fair labor practices, safe 
working conditions, and community development programs, thus integrating human security directly into business models 
and investments in maritime infrastructure (OECD, 2022). 
  
By incorporating human security dynamics into its framework, the "3D+C" approach promotes a holistic perception of 
security that goes beyond the mere protection of territorial waters and economic assets. It encompasses the provisions of 
food security by safeguarding fishing areas, fostering the sustainability of maritime ecosystems, and ensuring that the right 
to livelihoods is preserved for coastal societies (FAO, 2021). This approach dovetails with the humanitarian aspect of 
maritime operations, which includes search and rescue missions and disaster response, ensuring the preservation of life 
and safety of those at sea (IMO, 1979).  Furthermore, the "3D+C" perspective integrates the concept of human security 
by upholding the rule of law and human rights in the maritime domain, recognizing that true security cannot be 
disentangled from the rights and dignity of individuals (United Nations, 1948). This underscores the need for capacity 
building in maritime governance, enabling states to effectively address issues such as illegal fishing, which can devastate 
local economies and endanger food security (United Nations General Assembly, 2015).  In integrating these human security 
concerns, the proposed "3D+C" strategy ensures that initiatives to secure maritime passages also facilitate and uphold the 
safety, well-being, and rights of individuals. This engenders trust and cooperation among states, private entities, and civil 
society, aligning economic ambitions with the imperative to protect and empower people across a broad spectrum (Busby 
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et al., 2012; Thiel, Blomquist, & Garrick, 2019).  We assert that a 
maritime security framework that is sensitive to human security 
can not only avert conflict and promote commercial profitability 
but also supports a human-centric approach that prioritizes 
individual well-being, societal stability, and sustainable 
development. This comprehensive outlook broadens the scope of 
what it means to be secure in the maritime domain, encompassing 
economic, environmental, and human elements within the global 
security architecture (United Nations Development Programme, 
1994; Wilson, 2024). 
    
                 

Enhancing Security, Prosperity, & Ecological Health and 
Stability. 
Regionally, chokepoint security is essential for the economic 
interdependence that characterizes trade blocs and partnerships 
(Keohane and Nye, 1977). Security threats can compromise 
regional economies by disrupting supply chains and inflating 
insurance and shipping costs. (Rodrik, 1998). 
  
Locally, the financial stability of littoral states and communities 

that rely on shipping revenues, port taxes, and related industries can be precarious. Insufficient maritime security can lead 
to underutilization of ports, loss of employment, and hindered economic growth, thereby heightening poverty and the 
potential for economic migration (Collier, 2007). By integrating diplomatic efforts and development projects at the local 
level, the "3D+C" approach aims to uplift these communities, diversify their economies, and reduce the allure of criminal 
activities that can threaten maritime security (Narayan and Pritchett, 1997).  The "3D+C" model directly correlates 
increased maritime security with economic stability and growth, advocating for investments that engender local stability 
and provide alternative livelihoods, thus strengthening communities' financial resilience (United Nations Development 
Programme, 1994). Foreign direct investments, encouraged under the Commercial aspect, not only enhance maritime 
capacities but can also stimulate local economies, creating jobs, and improving living standards, which contributes to 
reducing local financial risks (Wilson, 2024). 
   
Local Security x Regional Stability = Global Prosperity and Commercial Profitability. 
The defense element of the "3D+C" strategy therefore not only ensures the traditional aspect of state-led defense but also 
considers the safety and security of these communities. This might involve naval patrols that protect fishermen from 
piracy, or surveillance procedures that preserve the sustainability of the fisheries, which are essential for food security and 
local industry (Busby et al., 2012).  Diplomatic efforts within this comprehensive approach facilitate the forging of 
international agreements that aim to safeguard the regions against environmental degradation and overfishing, ensuring 
that the natural resources — which residents depend upon for sustenance and economic activity — are managed 
sustainably and equitably. Moreover, diplomacy aids in resolving conflict peaceably, prioritizing the welfare of affected 
populations over aggressive geopolitics (Stephan, Marshall, & McGinnis, 2019).  Development policies target the improvement 
of socio-economic conditions through better infrastructure, healthcare, and educational opportunities, which not only 
uplift the quality of life for local residents but also foster resilience against the allure of criminal activities related to maritime 
insecurity. Adequate investments in public services and economic development may prevent radicalization and contribute 
to a more stable and secure environment (United Nations Development Programme, 1994; Ibarrarán et al., 2008). 
 
The commercial aspect of the "3D+C" model acknowledges the importance of inclusive growth, suggesting that economic 
activities should not disproportionately benefit the shipping companies or international trade alone. Instead, they must 
also account for the welfare of those living in choke points and their adjacent areas. It involves responsible business 
practices that create employment opportunities, respect labor rights, and contribute to the community, thereby ensuring 
that the economic dividends from maritime trade are shared with those whose livelihoods are intertwined with maritime 
commerce (OECD, 2022). 
  
By integrating human security dynamics in this manner, the "3D+C" approach extends the scope of maritime security to 
include comprehensive support for local and regional populations, creating a buffer against the socio-economic 
vulnerabilities that can lead to instability and insecurity. Empowering these communities through targeted investments and 
cooperative security arrangements not only enhances the overall security posture but also ensures a durable foundation 
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for ongoing prosperity in regional maritime domains (Wilson, 2024; Smitson, 2024).  Additionally, by elevating human 
security within the operational framework, states can foster greater trust and collaboration with local actors, which is 
crucial for intelligence gathering, community-based surveillance, and conflict prevention efforts. This participatory 
approach can provide early warning systems for various maritime security threats and help in developing culturally sensitive 
and effective responses that protect both national interests and the human security of locals (Smitson, 2024; Busby et al., 
2012; United Nations Development Programme, 1994). 
  
In short, our proposal advocates for a maritime security strategy that integrates human security as an indispensable element, 
acknowledging that the safety and well-being of individuals and communities in chokepoint littoral environments are 
critical components of global security. By protecting and empowering these populations, the "3D+C" approach champions 
a security paradigm that is not only comprehensive in its scope but also compassionate in its application, recognizing that 
the human aspect of maritime chokepoints is as vital to safeguard as the waterways themselves (Wilson, 2024; Thiel, 
Blomquist, & Garrick, 2019).  The "3D+C" approach, thus, becomes an embodiment of both a grand strategy and a moral 
compass, recognizing that the sea's bounties must be safeguarded not only for the economic interests they serve but also 
for the communities that they sustain and the lives that are intertwined with the oceans.  
  
Importantly, our proposal delineates its propositions concerning maritime security from those typically offered by private 
security companies by emphasizing the maintenance and enhancement of state control over security measures.  We outline 
a maritime security strategy that stands apart from private security company solutions by reinforcing the principles of state 
sovereignty and authority over security operations, consistent with Weber's theory of the state's monopoly on violence 
(Weber, 1919). This approach is rooted in the belief that the responsibility for national and international security should 
remain firmly within the purview of government entities, ensuring that all actions are aligned with national interests, 
international law, and collective global security objectives (Rodrigue, 2004; Wilson, 2024).  Our "3D+C" strategy highlights 
a government-led initiative that integrates defense, diplomacy, development, and commercial efforts into a cohesive 
statecraft that extends beyond the capabilities of private security firms (Art and Waltz, 1993; Wilson, 2021). It suggests a 
framework in which governments retain ultimate control over strategic choke points and security programs, thus avoiding 
the pitfalls and potential conflicts of interest inherent in outsourcing key security functions to the private sector (Stephan, 
Marshall, & McGinnis, 2019; CGIAR, 2011).  Furthermore, we make it clear that this government-centric approach does 
not eschew commercial participation but rather redefines it to serve a support role within a broader, state-controlled 
security structure (OECD, 2022). This ensures that the authority over "all instruments of violence," including those used 
for defense and protection of critical maritime passageways, remains an exclusive prerogative of the state (Smitson, 2024). 
  
In contrast to models that rely on private security measures, our recommendations advocate for a robust state-run 
framework, ensuring that crucial decisions impacting global trade, regional stability, and international navigation rights are 

made not for profit but for the collective good, 
adhering to strict governance, accountability, and 
strategic foresight standards (Ibarrarán et al., 2008; 
Busby et al., 2012). By asserting the state's role as 
the primary defender of the maritime commons, 
the proposals within this proposal proactively 
contribute to a security landscape that preserves 
and enhances government control over crucial 
areas such as choke points, rather than relegating 
these responsibilities to commercially driven 
entities. This approach aligns with the essay's 
overarching theme of leveraging integrated 
statecraft to safeguard international waters while 
upholding the integrity of state authority in defense 
matters and economic stability (Wilson, 2024; 
Thiel, Blomquist, & Garrick, 2019).  This strategy 
strives for a balance between the state's inherent 
responsibilities to protect and manage its sovereign 

territories and resources, and the efficiency that private sector entities bring to certain logistical and infrastructural aspects 
of maritime security. We propose a model where the state not only exercises its monopoly on legitimate violence but also 
capitalizes on private sector innovations under strict regulatory frameworks and strategic guidance from government 
agencies (OTW, 1961; OECD, 2022). Our proposals favor a state-led security apparatus that prevents the diffusion of the 
state's control over violence to private hands, ensuring that the sovereign government retains the authority to protect and 
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regulate the passage through critical maritime choke points, thereby ensuring security and stability in a way that private 
security solutions alone cannot guarantee. 
  
In conclusion, we call for – and propose – an integrated approach to sustain maritime security with a firm eye on strategic 
choke points (Wilson, 2024). Recommendations to mitigate the risk of choke point disruptions include modernizing 
technology for risk management, increased foreign direct investment in infrastructure within fragile chokepoint countries, 
promoting ratification and effective governance under the Law of the Sea Convention (1982), and developing more 
efficient shipping mechanisms such as larger DWT vessels (Busby et al., 2012; Ibarrarán et al., 2008; OTW, 1961).  The 
integration of these prescriptions into policy measures aims to fortify global trade networks, reduce vulnerabilities, and 
ensure security in a way that satisfies both commercial interests and strategic defense objectives, while also fostering 
international collaboration for enduring maritime security (Smitson, 2024; Thiel, Blomquist, & Garrick, 2019).   Finally, 
this approach underscores the importance of "compound" Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) and the need for novel 
security coordination models, especially those that weave in commercial-business stakeholders into the supported-
supporting architectures for operational planning and implementation (OECD, 2022). The goal is to build a robust, 
multifaceted integrative response that is proactive rather than reactive, and that addresses the security concerns at their 
geographic points of origin with a well-orchestrated symphony of international cooperation and strategic foresight. 
  
Conclusions and Policy Recommendations:  Understanding of the intersectionalities of disruptive threats on maritime choke 
points will need a multifaceted integrative statecraft mechanism to build, assure, and secure strong maritime world-wide 
trade, and most importantly, at reduced vulnerability and loss of profits, particularly at or proximate to maritime choke 
points. We believe this “mechanism” needs to be an innovation-outside the standard security coordination models, with 
commercial-business stakeholders playing a more intimate integrated role in the supported-supporting architectures for 
planning and implementation of “compound” Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA)-enabled operations, actions, and 
activities (OAAs). Thus, Some recommendations for mitigation of risks in choke points closures:  
 

a. to enhance capabilities with modern technology for risk management and security planning.  
b. to direct targeted foreign assistance and FDI toward infrastructure facilities and cooperative mechanism 
developments with fragile chokepoint countries to ensure uninterrupted maritime trade through choke points.  
c. to persuade and incentivize non-signatory strait countries to ratify the Law of the Sea Convention of 1982, and to 
become more effective and reliable governing bodies of ‘transit passage’.  
d. to introduce large scale ships with large Dead Weight Tonnage (DWT) for longer passage to reduce total cost.  
e. to introduce specific licensing and certifications conventions for maritime choke points.  
f. to maintain strategic energy stocks (i.e., prepositions stocks), regionally and globally.  

 

__________________________ 
 

Epilogue is prologue .... 
 

Now Re-Imagine, ... as the “Battle of the Straits” throws global trade into jeopardy in 

2028, a group of medium and smaller powers, observing the imminent threat of war, propose a 
new approach to ensure peace and stability.  
 
Merging forces, Gainful Solutions Inc., and Wilson W.i.S.E. Consulting LLC unite as a joint 
venture team of 3D+C experts to initiate the resolution of this crisis. 
 
Under the banner of "3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions," combining Diplomacy, 
Development, Defense, and Commerce, they set out to deter the great powers from progressing 
toward a potentially destructive conflict. 
 
Diplomacy: They instigate a summit, under UN auspices, culminating in the Straits Compact, 
which aims to secure global chokepoints and uphold the freedom of navigation, supported by 
a task force of non-aligned nations. 
 
Development: Recognizing the underlying economic vulnerabilities that fuel conflicts, the 
joint venture supports an international fund to advance infrastructure development around the 
strategic regions, improving local economies and reinforcing global trade routes. 
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Defense: This collaborative team advocates for joint military exercises and comprehensive 
surveillance between nations to build trust and deter aggressive postures at sea. 
 
Commerce: The nexus promotes the renegotiation of trade agreements, ensuring fairer and 
more sustainable exchanges, with new insurance mechanisms to protect against disruptions at 
the maritime chokepoints. 
 
Endgame: Through strategic interventions, Gainful Solutions Inc. and Wilson W.i.S.E. 
Consulting LLC’s 3D+C approach lead to the formation of Maritime Peace Zones, innovative 
global shipping routes, and a surge in equitable and prosperous trade. 
 
The venture's diplomatic finesse, development acumen, defense strategy, and commercial 
insights transform the "Battle of the Straits" into a diplomatic victory, shaping not a theater of 
war but pioneering an era of Cooperative Securitization and global harmony. This outcome 
marks a new dawn, with once-contentious waterways becoming symbols of international unity 
and collaboration, driving economic growth, and downgrading the risk of future conflicts. 
 
Their successful strategy showcases the crucial role integrated multi-domain approaches play 
in addressing complex global issues in a future marked by interconnectivity and mutual 
reliance. 
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Compound Security Competition (CsC) in 

the Global Maritime Arena

1. Compound Stakes

2. Compound Stakeholders (quantity and quality)

3. Compound Risks

4. Distributed Deterrence, i.e., empowering U.S. allies to defend 
their own territories and to engage in retaliation autonomously. The 

concept argues for enhancing deterrence through technology power, 

investing in U.S. and allied innovation, and subsidizing local high-

tech development.  

5. To 'win' in the context of CsC, we assert the need for: 

1. Adopting a coordinated integration of military, diplomatic, 
and economic efforts to establish robust, resilient, and 

sustainable socio-economic systems. 

2. Consolidating alliances to create a unified approach with more 

tightly integrated allies and partners. 

3. Modernizing military strategies to align with the changing 

nature of global threats, outlining a new joint-operations 

paradigm. 

4. Enhancing the 3D+C strategy for an aligned, whole-of-
government approach to more effectively address security 

challenges. 5. Leveraging technological innovation as a 

cornerstone of power to maintain competitive advantages within 

the free-market capitalist system.

Compound Human  
(Resource) Security

Commercial

Diplomatic

Defense & Security

Developmental

“3D+C”

Integrated 

Planning

a. Armed conflicts (Military blockades).
b. Piracy.

c. Terrorism.

d. Cyber insecurity.

a. Bureaucratic inefficiencies 
and corruptions.

b. Workers strikes.

c. Trade restrictions.

a. Global Commodities (non-fungible)
b. High-costs of extended routes

c. High-costs of Insurance

d. Financial Risks

a. Foreign Direct Investments 

(FDIs)

b. Foreign Assistance

c. TTP
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Courtesy Eric Berlow

• W e  live  a t, a n d  fa ce, th e ch a llen g es o f a  tim e w h en  d isru ptive  ch a n g e, o n ce  a g a in , o u tp a ces 

o rg a n iza tio n s a n d  le ad ersh ips ’ a b ilities to  th in k a n d  a ct fa st a n d  effective ly . 

• THIS is “Compound Security Competition” (CsC); demands decisiveness at the intersectionality of 
threats and opportunities. 

• The convergence of challenges at key geographic locations now presents the United States with 
additional challenges for certain; but also, with opportunities to sharpen our focus and apply our 

resources in more precise and economical ways, at decisive geographic locations, enabled by Artificial 

Intuitive foresight,  creating possibility for the achievement of overmatching compound wins. 
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/vol50/iss2/3/
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• THIS is “Compound Security Competition” (CsC); demands decisiveness at the intersectionality of 
threats and opportunities. 

• The convergence of challenges at key geographic locations now presents the United States with 
additional challenges for certain; but also, with opportunities to sharpen our focus and apply our 

resources in more precise and economical ways, at decisive geographic locations, enabled by Artificial 

Intuitive foresight,  creating possibility for the achievement of overmatching compound wins. 
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__________________________ 

‘DESIGN’ ANALYSIS I
Understand the Strategic Landscapes

(Market Analysis)

‘DESIGN’  ANALYSIS II
Understand the Organizational ‘Self ’

(Org Analysis: “Functions, Forms, & Faces”)

“RE-VISIONING”
Big Questionsà drive à BIG IDEAS

MONITOR & EVALUATE
DEVELOP & ACTION THE 

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

DEVELOP THE 

STRATEGIC PLAN

STEP-1 STEP-2 STEP-3

STEP-5 STEP-4STEP-6

© Isaiah (Ike) Wilson III (Wilson W.i.S.E. Consulting LLC) All Rights Reserved

Courtesy Eric Berlow

• Problem: We live at, and face, the challenges of a time when disruptive change, once again, outpaces 
organizations and leaderships’ abilities to think and act fast and effectively. 

• Proposition (Theory of Next): THIS is “Compound Security Competition” (CsC); demands decisiveness at 
the intersectionality of threats and opportunities. 

• Solution:  The convergence of challenges at key geographic locations now presents the United States 
with additional challenges for certain; but also, with opportunities to sharpen our focus and apply our 
resources in more precise and economical ways, at decisive geographic locations where physical and 
human security converge, enabled by Artificial Intuitive foresight,  creating possibility for the 
achievement of overmatching compound wins. 

https://press.armywarcollege.edu/paramet
ers/vol50/iss2/3/

The 
W.i.S.E. 
WayTM

Development

Defense

Commercial

Diplomacy
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(W.i.S.E. | Gainful Solutions)

Teaming Agreements
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Government Agencies and Ministries: Engage with government agencies and ministries responsible for
defense, foreign affairs, trade, and development to secure support and funding for the implementation of the
Integrated 3D+C approach. These entities play a crucial role in shaping policy decisions and allocating resources
towards addressing maritime insecurity challenges.

International Organizations: Partner with international organizations such as the United Nations, World Bank,
and regional bodies like the African Union and Arab League, which have a vested interest in promoting peace,
security, and economic development in conflict-affected regions. Collaborating with these entities can provide
additional funding, expertise, and legitimacy to the 3D+C approach.

Defense Contractors and Technology Providers: Collaborate with defense contractors and technology
providers to enhance maritime security capabilities, such as surveillance systems, cybersecurity solutions, and
defense equipment. These companies can offer specialized expertise and resources to support the defense
cooperation component of the Integrated 3D+C approach.

Shipping and Logistics Companies: Engage with shipping and logistics companies that operate in the Red Sea
and Bab al-Mandeb region to understand their security concerns, operational challenges, and perspectives on
mitigating maritime risks. By addressing the needs of these stakeholders, Gainful Solutions Inc. can tailor its
solutions to meet the specific demands of the industry.

Multinational Corporations: Partner with multinational corporations with investments in the region to
promote economic development, trade, and corporate social responsibility initiatives. These companies can
serve as strategic partners and clients for the commerce component of the Integrated 3D+C approach, fostering
sustainable growth and stability in the maritime sector.

Humanitarian Organizations: Collaborate with humanitarian organizations operating in Yemen and
neighboring countries to address the humanitarian impact of maritime insecurity and conflict. By incorporating
humanitarian considerations into the development component of the 3D+C approach, Gainful Solutions Inc. can
ensure that vulnerable populations are included in the peacebuilding efforts.

Financial Institutions and Impact Investors: Seek support from financial institutions and impact investors
who are interested in financing projects with social and environmental benefits. By demonstrating the long-term
economic and social returns of the Integrated 3D+C approach, Gainful Solutions Inc. can attract investment
from stakeholders committed to sustainable development and conflict resolution.

Research Institutions and Think Tanks: Collaborate with research institutions and think tanks specializing in
maritime security, conflict resolution, and development to leverage their expertise and data-driven insights.
These partners can contribute valuable research, analysis, and policy recommendations to strengthen the
evidence-based approach of the 3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions.

Local Communities and Civil Society Organizations: Engage with local communities, civil society
organizations, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in Yemen and the surrounding region to ensure that
their perspectives and needs are integrated into the development and diplomacy components of the Integrated
3D+C approach. By fostering community empowerment and participation, Gainful Solutions Inc. can build trust
and legitimacy for its initiatives.

To effectively realize and implement the Integrated 3D+C counter-compound maritime insecurity approach proposed by Wilson
W.i.S.E. Consulting Inc., in partnership with Gainful Solutions Inc. (i.e., “W.i.S.E. Solutions” Teaming Agreement, pending), it is

critical to identify and engage with key investors, clients, and customers who can support and benefit from this comprehensive
solution.

By pursuing these initial set of investors, clients, and customers, Gainful Solutions Inc. can establish strategic partnerships,
secure funding, and build a network of stakeholders committed to realizing the Integrated 3D+C counter-compound maritime

insecurity approach. Through collaboration and collective action with these diverse stakeholders, Gainful Solutions Inc. can
advance its mission of promoting peace, security, and prosperity, at “gainful profitability.”
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Three (3) Drivers of Compound Maritime Insecurity 
 
Incorporating the three drivers of compound maritime insecurity—climate insecurity, conflict vector states, and 
convergence—reveals the broad and 
interconnected challenges that maritime 
chokepoints face.  
 
Suez Canal: 

• Climate Insecurity: Sandstorms and 
reduced visibility caused by climate 
changes could lead to more accidents, 
as seen with the blockage by the Ever 
Given5 container ship. Rising sea levels 
also pose a threat to the infrastructure 
around the Canal. 

• Conflict Vector States: Egypt’s 
position amidst Middle Eastern 
conflicts, including issues in the Sinai 
region, involves the canal in regional 
security concerns. 

• Convergence: The convergence of major global trade traffic through this narrow passageway emphasizes its 
vulnerability to disruptions, impacting global energy and commodity markets. 

 
Strait of Hormuz: 

• Climate Insecurity: Fluctuations in water levels and temperatures can affect naval operations and the marine 
ecosystem, impacting energy transit and regional fishing economies. 

• Conflict Vector States: As a flashpoint for regional tensions, notably between Iran and Gulf states, any military 
conflict could disrupt the significant global oil flow through the Strait. 

• Convergence: The looming danger that arises when geopolitical conflicts converge with the dense traffic of 
energy shipments could lead to catastrophic global energy crises. 

 
Strait of Gibraltar: 

• Climate Insecurity: Climate change impacts maritime routes, with changing storm patterns and sea levels 
affecting navigation and coastal infrastructure. 

• Conflict Vector States: Proximity to North African unrest and issues within the EU, such as migration, can 
create flashpoints of geopolitical tension. 

• Convergence: The mixing of African, European, and transatlantic traffic makes this a hotbed for contraband 
and illegal migration challenges. 

 
Dover Strait: 

• Climate Insecurity: It faces rising sea levels and severe weather conditions affecting vessel traffic. 

• Conflict Vector States: As an entry and exit point for the UK, the Brexit-related tensions could potentially 
transform into conflict vectors. 

• Convergence: One of the world's busiest lanes, the convergence of military, commercial, and private vessels 
here necessitates sophisticated monitoring to avoid incidents that could cripple trade. 

 
Turkish Straits (Bosphorus and Dardanelles): 

• Climate Insecurity: Changes in regional climate patterns could affect the sea conditions, increasing navigational 
risks. 

• Conflict Vector States: With Russia’s naval access to the Mediterranean hinging on these straits, they’re 
inextricably linked to the security dynamics in Syria and Ukraine. 

 
5 Amira El-Fekki, “Ever Given Container Ship that Blocked Suez Canal Sets Sail After Owner Pays Compensation.” 
The Wall Street Journal, 7 July 2021.   

Compound Human  
(Resource) Security 
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• Convergence: As crossroads for Black Sea and Mediterranean navies and merchant vessels, these straits are 
highly susceptible to accidents and strategic blockades, intensifying maritime insecurity. 

 
Black Sea Ports and Rail Networks: 

• Climate Insecurity: Rising sea levels and extreme weather events pose infrastructural challenges, impacting port 
operations and hinterland connections. 

• Conflict Vector States: Engulfed by conflicts, notably between Russia and Ukraine, these ports are directly 
influenced by regional military confrontations, affecting maritime trade. 

• Convergence: The convergence of diverse interests, including NATO and Russian military assertiveness, and 
critical trade flows through these areas, heightens the risk of destabilizing incidents. 

 
Strait of Malacca: 

• Climate Insecurity: Changes in sea levels and weather patterns can affect the already narrow navigable waters, 
potentially causing shipping accidents. 

• Conflict Vector States: Territorial disputes between littoral states and the presence of non-state actors, like 
pirates, contribute to the complex insecurity matrix. 

• Convergence: The heavy flow of oil tankers and cargo ships through these waters may lead to maritime 
accidents, piracy, or even terrorist activities, given its economic significance. 

 
Brazil's Southern Ports and Inland Road Network: 

• Climate Insecurity: Brazil’s southern ports face increasing threats from extreme weather events disrupting port 
operations and inland connections. 

• Conflict Vector States: The political volatility of South America, especially in areas involving drug production 
and trafficking, impacts maritime security. 

• Convergence: The dense traffic necessitates strong governance to prevent criminal activities, including drug 
smuggling from converging on these trade nodes. 

Panama Canal: 

• Climate Insecurity: Changes in rainfall patterns can affect the Canal's water levels, impacting ship transit and 
scheduling. 

• Conflict Vector States: While not a high conflict area, political tensions in Latin America could indirectly affect 
the Canal's operations. 

• Convergence: The mix of global maritime traffic with local conditions necessitates a complex blend of 
administrative and security responses to sustain its operation with evolving demands. 

 
US Gulf Coast Ports: 

• Climate Insecurity: The increase in powerful hurricanes disrupts maritime activity and has long-term 
implications for the design and resilience of port infrastructure. 

• Conflict Vector States: The US’s geopolitical involvements can potentially turn these ports into targets or 
strategic pivots in a larger conflict. 

• Convergence: The intersection of energy distribution, commerce, and military interests at these ports creates a 
sensitive network critical to both national security and economy. 

 
In conclusion, the intersection of climate insecurity, conflict vector states, and convergence illustrates the complexity of 
maintaining maritime security at global chokepoints. Each chokepoint is uniquely affected by these dynamics, which 
intertwine local, regional, and global strands of security and necessitate a comprehensive and cooperative approach to 
maritime governance. The implications of these factors underscore the need for investments in climate resilience, conflict 
prevention and resolution, and coordinated international efforts to ensure the sustainable and peaceful use of these vital 
maritime pathways. 
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“The Battle of the Straits: A Geopolitical Maelstrom” 
A Useful Fiction Short Story 

 
This near-future vignette posits a scenario where maritime chokepoints become the stages for a new brand of 
warfare—a conflict fought in the shadows, where the weapons are as likely to be cyber as they are to be traditional 
arms. It underscores the fragility of global trade networks and the precariousness of geopolitics in a multipolar 
world where strategic waterways have become the chessboard for Great Power confrontation.   
 
In this scenario, "The Battle of the Straits" would drastically reshape the global geo-economic landscape. 
Nations would grapple with the impact of increased military expenditure at the expense of economic development, 
high commodity prices causing economic hardships, and shifts in trade alliances that could alter the balance of 
global power. The interconnected nature of global trade means that even localized disruptions can have cascading 
effects, highlighting the need for peaceful navigation and cooperation across the world's maritime chokepoints. This 
fiction underscores the delicate balance of global trade, the fragility of which could lead to catastrophic consequences 
in the face of rising geopolitical tensions. 

 

 
Year: 2028 
 
The world teeters on the brink of a new form of conflict, where old rivalries ignite over the jugular veins of global trade: the world’s strategic maritime chokepoints. 
Tensions have been simmering, and a series of incidents across the globe signals the escalation of what future historians will call "The Battle of the Straits."6 
 
Strait of Hormuz: 
A covert cyber-attack attributed to Russian hackers cripples the navigational systems of oil tankers traversing the Strait of Hormuz. The 
ensuing chaos results in multiple collisions, effectively blocking the Strait and halting a substantial portion of the world's oil supply. In 
a dizzying response, the United States dispatches Carrier Strike Groups to the region while appealing to the UN for sanctions. To 
counter the move, China begins an aggressive diplomatic campaign to 

broker a resolution, positioning itself as a neutral peacekeeper. 
 
Suez Canal: 
As the tension escalates, a sudden drone strike by an unknown actor 
on a mega-container ship in the Suez Canal paralyzes one of the busiest 
waterways in the world. Initially suspected to be an isolated terrorist 
act, intelligence reports later reveal the involvement of Chinese military 
advisors. The USA responds by increasing its military presence in the 
Mediterranean, and Russia responds by conducting naval exercises in 
the Black Sea, hinting at a response should their access through Turkish 
Straits be compromised. 
 
South China Sea: 
In the South China Sea, artificial intelligence-enabled underwater drones, presumably of Chinese origin, begin aggressively patrolling 
disputed waters, harassing international commercial vessels traveling through the Strait of Malacca. The United States calls for a coalition 

of Southeast Asian nations to form a united front, but the countries are 
hesitantly noncommittal, fearing economic reprisals from China. 

 
Panama Canal and US Gulf Coast: 
Meanwhile, Latin American proxy conflicts intensify. Hackers destabilize the 
Panama Canal's lock systems, resulting in severe delays and rerouting of 
traffic around Cape Horn. Tensions rise as accusations fly towards Russia, 
which has recently deepened relations with certain Latin American regimes. 
This move strains the United States’ influence in its hemisphere, forcing it 
to divert naval assets from the Pacific to safeguard the Gulf Coast ports and 

the Caribbean Sea routes.  
 
Northern Passage: 
In a surprising twist, Russia and China announce a joint venture to develop 

the Northern Sea Route, arguing that climate change has opened new shipping possibilities that will reduce dependency on traditional 

 
6 In 2022, the Joint Special Operations University (JSOU) partnered with P.W. Singer and August Cole, the co-authors of Ghost Fleet: A Novel of the Next World War and Burn-In: 
A Novel of the Real Robotic Revolution. The goal of this collaboration was to leverage their “useful fiction” approach to create near-future narratives envisioning how our Nation 

may use its special operations forces in the decades to come and demonstrating the unique value proposition these forces bring to the Nation.  The anthology, The Fourth Age: The 

Future of Special Operations, published in fall of 2023, is one product from this collaboration.  In that volume, the originator of this project and collaboration – Dr. Isaiah “Ike” 

Wilson III, then President of the JSOU – wrote the prologue to the Anthology; and in that prologue, introduced the scenario of a future years “The Battle of the Straits.”  This paper 

picks up on that ‘Useful Fiction’ theme.      

https://useful-fiction.com/
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chokepoints controlled by Western allies. This announcement comes with a subtle show of military force in the Arctic Circle, showcasing 
a budding Sino-Russian alliance and a direct challenge to the naval supremacy of the United States. 
 
The world stands on a precipice as the Great Powers engage in this "Battle of the Straits." Global trade is in disarray, with supply chains 
disrupted and economies suffering. Minor and non-aligned nations find themselves forced to choose sides in a conflict where 
sovereignty and autonomy are at stake.  
 
The Black Sea: As the USA bolsters its forces in Eastern Europe in reaction 
to the Black Sea naval exercises, a cyber-physical attack on Turkish Straits 
navigation controls creates another maritime standstill. With accusations 
against Russia mounting and Turkey demanding NATO support, the USA 
finds another front opened against them. 

 
Brazil's Southern Ports: Not to be sidelined in global strategic maneuvering, 
China increases investments in Brazil's infrastructure, attempting to cultivate 
an economic counterbalance in America's backyard. With influence over 
Brazil's southern ports, China secures a foothold in the Atlantic, much to the 
consternation of both Washington and Moscow. 
 
In the throes of "The Battle of the Straits," the intensifying standoffs and incidences of disruption ripple out into the world economy 
with a number of dire consequences. Here's an exploration of the implications from this fictional scenario from various perspectives: 
 
Implications on Global Commercial Shipping and Trade: 

• The blockades in pivotal chokepoints like Suez and Hormuz cause immediate and severe supply chain disruptions. 
Commercial shipping is forced to take longer, alternative routes, increasing transit times and fuel costs significantly. 

• The inability to predict safe passage creates a sharp decrease in shipping efficiency, causing a spike in global shipping rates 
which in turn inflates the prices of goods. 

• A shift in trade patterns emerges as countries seek to become less reliant on chokepoints by diversifying supply chains or 
increasing production domestically. 

• Economies heavily reliant on maritime exports, such as oil-exporting countries in the Middle East or manufacturing giants in 
East Asia, face considerable economic downturns. 

 
Geo-Economic Consequences as Drivers of Local Fragility: 

• The disruption of global trade exacerbates economic fragility 
in chokepoint countries, leading to increased unemployment, inflation, 
and potential civil unrest as economies shrink. 

• Varying capacity to respond to these shocks leads to a 
widening economic divide between nations, potentially increasing the 
chance of local conflicts as competition for dwindling resources 
intensifies. 

• Political stability in countries depending on the revenue from 
transit fees, like Egypt for the Suez Canal or Panama for the Panama 
Canal, is undermined, leading to calls for more nationalistic policies and 
protectionism. 

 
Trans-Regional War and Warfare: 

• Military posturing and forced alliances in response to the "Battle 
of the Straits" accelerates an arms race, with increased naval 
deployments and land-based anti-ship missile systems in littoral 
states. 

• Shadow conflicts and proxy wars could ignite around the world as 
Great Powers seek to undermine each other's positions in strategic 
regions. 

• An increased likelihood of accidental conflicts or escalations due 
to the presence of military forces in close proximity along 
contested maritime corridors. 
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Implications on Global Financial Risks: 

• The uncertainty and instability lead to volatile financial markets. Energy prices skyrocket, and stocks of global shipping 
companies plummet. 

• Insurers raise their premiums for shipping through or near conflict zones, which in turn affects the costs of goods. 

• Credit risks increase as importers and exporters 
face difficulties fulfilling contracts, leading to a 
rise in trade finance costs. 

• Countries and companies increasingly seek 
alternative routes and methods of transportation, 
investing in infrastructure such as overland routes 
or Arctic shipping lanes, which come with their 
own sets of financial risks and environmental 
concerns. 

• Rising protectionism and regional alliances could potentially lead to a decoupling of economic ties, with long-term impacts 
on globalization. Nations might resort to barter trade systems or localized currencies to bypass the US dollar's domination 
and related financial markets fluctuations. 

 
Global Economic Rebalance: 

• Economies previously at the periphery may gain newfound importance if 
they can offer alternative routes and resources, leading to a potential 
economic rebalance. 

• The developing alliances between countries like Russia and China might 
solidify new economic corridors, such as the Northern Sea Route promoted 
by Russia, leading to shifts in global shipping lanes. 

 
Global Response: 
Faced with escalating confrontations, the United Nations calls for an emergency 
meeting. Countries on every continent voice their concern over the standoff that 
threatens to evolve into open conflict—a war that could lay waste to economies and 
destabilize the geopolitical order that has been in place since the end of the Cold War. 

 
To avert disaster, a clandestine group of diplomats from neutral states work tirelessly to mediate behind the scenes, resulting in a fragile 
agreement around the governance of maritime chokepoints. However, trust is eroded, and the framework for international maritime 
law now hangs by a thread, with Great Powers continuing their shadow struggle for control over the waterways of the world. 
 
 

____________________ 
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A ‘USEFUL FICTION’ ALTERNATIVE FUTURE?  
 

“Compound challenges demand nothing less than compound, collective-action approaches, to ‘solve’.” 
~ Dr. Isaiah “Ike” Wilson III 

 
EPILOGUE.  “The Dawn of the 3D+C Era: Resolving ‘The Battle of the Straits’.” 
 
The "Battle of the Straits" catalyzes a new era in international relations as the great powers realize that a prolonged conflict would lead 
to mutual economic destruction and global destabilization. It prompts a comprehensive reassessment of foreign policy and the 
introduction of the "3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions" approach—an amalgamation of Diplomacy, Development, Defense, and 
Commerce to address the complex challenges posed by compound maritime insecurity. 
 
What if: 
As the conflict unfolds, a coalition of medium and smaller powers, alarmed by the escalation, initiate back-channel communications to 
propose the 3D+C framework. They invite all influential nations to an international summit to avert what seems like an inevitable slide 
into a trans-regional war. 
 
Diplomacy: 
A United Nations-sponsored summit leads to a multilateral agreement known as the Straits Compact. This accord not only emphasizes 
the importance of freedom of navigation according to international law but also establishes a joint task force chaired by non-aligned 
nations to oversee the security of global chokepoints. 
 

• Under Diplomacy: Great powers agree on a mutual reduction of military presences in chokepoints and pledge non-
interference in the territorial waters of littoral states. 

 
Development: 
The summit agrees to an international fund to support infrastructure and economic development in and around the chokepoint regions. 
It recognizes that bolstering local economies and infrastructure can reduce fragility and undermine the appeal of conflict. 
 

• Under Development: China, the USA, and Russia jointly finance large-scale development projects with host nations, 
focusing on resilient port infrastructure, renewable energy grids, and interconnections between maritime and overland 
transport networks to diversify trade routes. 

 
Defense: 
Joint drills and shared surveillance responsibilities among littoral and extra-regional powers improve trust and collaboration in maritime 
security. 
 

• Under Defense: An international maritime security protocol is established, including coordinated patrols and intelligence-
sharing to mitigate threats from non-state actors and avert misunderstandings that could lead to conflict. 

 
Commerce: 
Trade agreements are renegotiated to ensure that the maritime trade is fair, inclusive, and sustainable. New shipping insurances and 
protections are put in place to safeguard against chokepoint blockades and insecurity. 
 

• Under Commerce: The Commerce element leads to innovative global shipping routes, increased use of the Northern Sea 
Route as the ice caps diminish and new Arctic economic policies that take into account indigenous territories and 
environmental protections. 

 

‘Tell Me How This Ends’: In this potential future, the application of the "3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions" yields a coordinated 
global response to "The Battle of the Straits," forging a path toward a peaceful and collaborative New Maritime Order. 

 
The Dawn of Stability: 
Forged on the tenets of the 3D+C approach, the Straits Compact gains traction. A surge in diplomatic engagements softens hostilities, 
paving the way for sustainable development projects that boost local economies. Defense cooperation results in the creation of Maritime 
Peace Zones, enforced by a UN-sanctioned international maritime security force. Meanwhile, commerce flourishes under new equitable 
trade agreements and diversified routes, diminishing the singular importance of any one chokepoint. 
 
The Great Powers Accord: 
Realizing that no one stands to gain from a crippled global economy, the US, China, and Russia commit to a peaceful resolution. Trade 
negotiation ensures a mutual advantage and market stability, significantly reducing the risk of naval blockades leading to war. 
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Global Economic Renaissance: 
The collective development investment aids chokepoint countries in building robust economies with diversified export bases, which 
lessens the individual burden on single trade routes. Development funds boost not just infrastructure but also education, healthcare, 
and governance reform, contributing to stability and diminishing the appeal of extremist narratives. 
 
Defense as a Global Public Good: 
Defense strategies shift from competition to common security. Transparency initiatives and mechanisms for crisis management, such 
as hotlines and joint maritime operations centers, prevent misunderstandings that could lead to conflict escalation. Defense resources 
are realigned to neutralize threats such as piracy, smuggling, and cyber-attacks on global shipping infrastructure. 
 
Reimagined Commerce: 
Commercial innovations arise from necessity. New maritime insurance models spread risk and foster investment in safer, cleaner 
shipping technologies. Ports are modernized across the globe, facilitating quicker, more efficient cargo handling and offering resilience 
against disruption. 
 
Global Networks Solidify: 
As a result of the 3D+C approach, regional blocs engage in new cooperative arrangements. For instance, ASEAN, the European Union, 
the African Union, and others develop joint security and trade agreements to manage regional chokepoints like the Malacca Strait, 
Mediterranean, and the Cape of Good Hope. 
 
Endgame: 
After years of negotiations and coordinated actions under the 3D+C framework, the geopolitical 'Battle of the Straits' transitions into a 
period of peace and shared prosperity. Conflict-laden chokepoints transform into symbols of international collaboration. Global 
shipping and trade experience a renaissance of efficiency and security, fueling economic growth and reducing the risk of conflicts. The 
successful application of the 3D+C approach demonstrates how integrated, multi-domain strategies can resolve complex international 
issues.   
 
In the end, the once imminent "Battle of the Straits" culminates not in a physical confrontation but in a diplomatic victory. The 3D+C 
framework underlines the world's interdependence and the idea that global challenges require global solutions. Countries learn that 
investing in diplomacy, development, and defense cooperation, underpinned by equitable commerce, paves the way for a future where 
international waterways are no longer flashpoints but conduits of collective security and economic collaboration. 
 
The world witnesses an unprecedented era of "Cooperative Securitization," where states recognize that ensuring the security of maritime 
channels is a shared responsibility with collective benefits. Global institutions are empowered, new forms of economic collaboration 
flourish, and the international community becomes more resilient against the drivers of conflict, reducing the prevalence of maritime 
insecurity-driven conflicts.  Over time, the "Battle of the Straits" becomes not a story of war but a turning point that galvanized global 
cohesion. It heralds a shift in statecraft that acknowledges the interconnectedness of challenges and the power of cooperative solutions 
to build a resilient, prosperous world order. 
 

______________________ 
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EPILOGUE as ‘PROLOGUE’: The Nexus Initiative: Gainful Solutions Inc. and the Harmonization of the Strait Passages 
 
As the "Battle of the Straits" unfolds, with the world's powers standing at the brink of an economic precipice, Gainful Solutions Inc., a seasoned international consulting and 
lobbying firm, steps into the global spotlight. Recognizing the dire need for a transformative approach to statecraft, Gainful Solutions Inc. galvanizes international support for the 
innovative "3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions" concept. Here's how the scenario may evolve with Gainful Solutions Inc. at the vanguard: 

 
**The Role of ‘Convener’ and ‘Interlocutor’: As the world grapples with the tense escalation named the "Battle of the Straits," 
Gainful Solutions Inc., an astute international consulting and lobbying firm, seizes the initiative to defuse the situation. Advocating the 
"3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions" model, Gainful Solutions positions itself as the pivotal force capable of steering the global 
powers away from the looming maritime conflict. 
 
Diplomatic Breakthroughs: 
Gainful Solutions embarks on a diplomatic campaign, leveraging its wide-reaching influence among policymakers, thought leaders, and 
influential stakeholders across the affected nations. Its critical first move is to organize a series of high-stakes diplomatic roundtables, 
creating a platform for the United States, China, and Russia to address their security concerns without resorting to military posturing. 
Gainful Solutions acts as the crucial interlocutor, easing tensions and fostering an environment where dialogue outshines discord. 
 
Catalysts for Development: 
Recognizing the need for robust local economies in chokepoint regions to ensure long-term stability, Gainful Solutions calls upon its 
network of development specialists. Together, they formulate comprehensive development packages that cater to the infrastructural, 
social, and environmental needs of the regions. Their informed strategy includes creating Special Economic Zones (SEZs) near strategic 
chokepoints and working towards enhancing the digital and physical connectivity of fragile states. 
 
Strategic Defense Cooperation: 
With disarmament and defense transparency as the cornerstones of navigational freedom, Gainful Solutions orchestrates a series of 
unprecedented defense symposiums. Through these forums, the firm advocates for the adoption of confidence-building measures and 
the establishment of joint maritime task forces. Their extensive knowledge in defense policies aids in creating a fabric of mutual security 
obligations that dissuades unilateral military actions. 
 
Commerce Harmonization: 
Amid the chaotic trade disruptions, Gainful Solutions provides counsel to multinational corporations and trade organizations. The firm 
lobbies for agile commerce frameworks that can withstand geopolitical shocks by promoting diversified supply chains and reinforcing 
logistics resilience. It underscores the importance of interconnectivity between maritime routes and initiates dialogues on alternative 
transport corridors like the Northern Sea Route. 
 
Prologue to Peace: 
Witnessing the escalation of tensions amid the "Battle of the Straits," Gainful Solutions Inc., in teaming with Wilson W.i.S.E. Consulting 
LLC, launches the Nexus Initiative—an ambitious program designed to steer the conflicting powers toward a cooperative resolution 
using the 3D+C framework. As a trusted intermediary with extensive expertise and a network that spans the globe, Gainful Solutions 
becomes the much-needed protagonist in a narrative teetering between conflict and collaboration. 
 
Diplomacy Engineered: 
With its deep roots in international affairs, Gainful Solutions facilitates back-channel communications between the Great Powers. It 
manages to bring them to the negotiation table, emphasizing shared economic interests and the devastating global implications of 
military escalation. The firm's strategic use of diplomacy paves the way for the establishment of the Straits Compact, a guiding document 
for the peace process forged in the crucible of the Nexus Initiative. 
Development by Design: 
Gainful Solutions identifies key areas for development that can drive economic growth in fragile chokepoint nations. It coordinates 
with development banks and international donors to channel investments into resilient infrastructure, technology transfer, and local 
capacity building. The firm's expertise in economic analysis and sustainable development positions it to offer tailor-made solutions for 
the unique requirements of each chokepoint country. 
 
Defense Diversification: 
Using its extensive contacts in the defense sector, Gainful Solutions facilitates the creation of an international maritime security 
framework. It brings together former military officials, strategic planners, and international law experts to develop a defense protocol 
that emphasizes transparency and joint patrolling, promoting stability and reducing the risk of conflict. 
 
Commerce Cultivation: 
Gainful Solutions works tirelessly to stabilize and revitalize commerce affected by the maritime chokepoint standoffs. It advises on the 
negotiation of fair-trade agreements and advocates for insurance and risk management products that safeguard commercial interests. 
The firm works closely with shipping associations and chambers of commerce to promote new trade routes and ensure that commerce 
can endure through crises. 
 
 

https://www.gainfulsolutions.com/
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The Outcome: 
Through Gainful Solutions Inc.’s proactive orchestration, the "Battle of the Straits" is gradually transformed from a tense m ilitary 
standoff to a diplomatic chess game, guided by the 3D+C integrated strategy: 
 

• Diplomatic channels, opened and maintained by Gainful Solutions, lead to a series of comprehensive treaties that affirm 
open navigation and reduce the likelihood of armed conflict.  

• Development initiatives, coordinated by Gainful Solutions, usher in a wave of investment focused on sustainable and 
equitable growth in chokepoint regions. These projects enhance local governance capacity and create economic alternatives 
to illicit activities that had previously flourished under the shadow of insecurity. 

• Defense understandings, brokered with the firm's backing, produce joint naval patrols and shared intelligence centers 
that underpin a new era of collaborative security. Military brinkmanship gives way to coordinated efforts against piracy, 
trafficking, and unauthorized incursions. 

• Commerce negotiations, influenced by Gainful Solutions' expertise, result in more resilient global supply chains. 
Innovative insurance products and shipping protocols emerge to guarantee the continuity of trade even under potential threat 
scenarios. 

 
The "Battle of the Straits" culminates not in a theatre of war but as a testament to the power of integrated statecraft, where commerce, 
defense, development, and diplomacy intertwine to construct a robust global system. Gainful Solutions Inc. is heralded as the architect 
behind the peaceful resolution, showcasing that with the right guidance, even the most frigid geopolitical impasses can thaw under the 
warmth of dialogue and cooperation. 
 
Afterword: 
As the dust settles, the Nexus Initiative becomes a blueprint for resolving similar conflicts around the globe. Gainful Solut ions Inc. 
finds itself in an authoritative position to advise on matters of international security and trade, maintaining its role as a beacon of 
strategic diplomacy and a harbinger of a new diplomatic age where integrated statecraft and multi-sector cooperation are the keystones 
of global stability. 
 
In the years following the conflict, the world witnesses a renewed commitment to multilateralism, with Gainful Solutions Inc. leading 
the discourse on how foresight, collaboration, and innovation can avert crises. The firm becomes a symbol of a world where complexity 
in international relations is managed not by force but through the harmonization of interests, championing an era of enduring peace 
and shared prosperity. 
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SINGLE COUNTRY-FOCUSED USE CASE #1: 
The Road to Peace: Resolving the Battle of the Straits Through the Integrated 3D+C Statecraft Solutions Approach 

 
As the "Battle of the Straits" escalates, the compound threats emanating from Yemen, particularly the Houthi attacks on commercial 
shipping in the Red Sea and Bab al-Mandeb, continue to challenge global maritime security. In this tumultuous landscape, the 
application of the 3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions offers a beacon of hope for resolving the conflict and ushering in a new era 
of peace and cooperation. 
 

The Continued Conflict: 
The ongoing Houthi attacks on commercial shipping in the strategic chokepoints of the Red Sea and Bab al-Mandeb exacerbate 
tensions among regional powers and threaten the stability of global trade routes. Yemen's fragility and the persistence of violence 
further complicate efforts to address the maritime insecurity-driven crisis, underscoring the urgent need for a comprehensive and 
integrated approach. 
 

The Integrated 3D+C Statecraft Solutions in Action: 
Gainful Solutions Inc., a respected international consulting and lobbying firm, steps forward to lead the charge in applying the 3D+C 
Integrated Statecraft Solutions to the escalating conflict. Through a whole-of-governments approach, the firm leverages its expertise 
in diplomacy, development, defense cooperation, and commerce to address the compound threats emanating from Yemen and pave 
the way for a sustainable resolution to the Battle of the Straits: 
 

1. Diplomacy: Gainful Solutions Inc. initiates high-level diplomatic engagements with key stakeholders, including regional 
powers, international organizations, and Yemeni representatives, to foster dialogue, build trust, and de-escalate tensions in 
the region. 

 

2. Development: The firm spearheads a comprehensive development plan for Yemen, focusing on rebuilding infrastructure, 
creating economic opportunities, and addressing the root causes of conflict to promote stability and resilience in the face of 
maritime insecurity. 

 

3. Defense Cooperation: Gainful Solutions Inc. works with regional actors and international partners to strengthen defense 
cooperation, enhance maritime security, and combat Houthi attacks on commercial shipping through joint patrols, 
intelligence-sharing mechanisms, and capacity-building programs. 

 

4. Commerce: The firm advocates for fair and transparent trade practices, facilitates the flow of goods through Yemen's 
waters, and supports economic diversification to mitigate disruptions to commercial shipping and promote global trade. 

 
The Path to Peace: 
As Gainful Solutions Inc. implements the Integrated 3D+C Statecraft Solutions in Yemen, a transformation unfolds in the Battle of 
the Strait and the broader Strait of Hormuz region. Diplomatic breakthroughs pave the way for a peace agreement that brings an end 
to the conflict, while sustainable development initiatives foster economic growth and social cohesion. Defense cooperation and 
maritime security measures effectively deter Houthi attacks, ensuring the safety of commercial shipping and restoring confidence in 
the region's strategic waterways. 
 
Future Solutions Through the Gainful Solutions Integrated 3D+C Approach: 
Looking ahead, the application of the Gainful Solutions Integrated 3D+C approach offers a roadmap for sustainable peace and 
security in the Battle of the Straits and beyond: 
 

1. Long-Term Stability: By addressing the root causes of conflict and promoting sustainable development in Yemen, 
Gainful Solutions Inc. lays the foundation for lasting stability and prosperity in the region, reducing the risk of future 
maritime insecurity. 

 
2. Regional Cooperation: Through enhanced defense cooperation and diplomatic engagements, the application of the 

3D+C approach fosters trust and collaboration among regional actors, paving the way for a shared commitment to 
maritime security and conflict resolution. 

 
3. Environmental Protection: The Integrated 3D+C Statecraft Solutions prioritize environmental preservation and 

sustainable resource management, ensuring the protection of marine ecosystems in the Red Sea and Bab al-Mandeb region. 
 

4. Global Trade Resilience: By promoting fair trade practices and secure shipping routes, Gainful Solutions Inc. contributes 
to the resilience of global trade networks, enabling the uninterrupted flow of goods and energy resources through critical 
chokepoints. 

 
In conclusion, the application of the Integrated 3D+C Statecraft Solutions by Gainful Solutions Inc. offers a transformative path 
towards peace, stability, and cooperation in the Battle of the Straits and the broader maritime landscape. Through a holistic and 
integrated approach that leverages diplomacy, development, defense cooperation, and commerce, Yemen and its international 
partners can overcome the compound threats emanating from the region and build a future founded on peace, prosperity, and 
security.  
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SINGLE COUNTRY USE CASE #2a:  
The Nexus Initiative: Stabilizing the Strait and Beyond – Libya’s Reclamation 

 
Addendum Overview: 
As Gainful Solutions Inc. applies the "3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions" to address the wider "Battle of the Straits," a focus on 
Libya emerges as crucial for maintaining balance in the Mediterranean and the influential Suez Canal. Here's how the Nexus Initiative, 
under Gainful Solutions' leadership, casts ripples of change across Libya – a nation once beleaguered by internal strife and regional 
conflicts. 
 
Diplomatic Resurgence in Libya: 
With its newfound prominence on the international stage, Gainful Solutions identifies Libya’s strategic position along the Mediterranean 
as critical to the success of the Nexus Initiative. Actively engaging with Libyan leaders, regional powers, and international stakeholders, 
Gainful Solutions facilitates a comprehensive diplomatic push to restore political stability within the country. 
 
The firm helps craft peace talks aimed at bridging divides between rival factions and establishing a united government that commands 
broad-based support. These negotiations are backed by incentives for economic cooperation and security guarantees from global 
powers, easing longstanding internal tensions. 
 
Development as a Cornerstone for Stability: 
Gainful Solutions proposes an ambitious development program for Libya, targeting infrastructure reconstruction, economic 
diversification, and societal rebuilding. The firm coordinates with various development agencies to invest in Libya's oil sector while 
promoting renewable energy and technological innovation. 
 
Critical infrastructure projects, such as port redevelopment and transportation networks linking Libya to global markets, receive 
significant backing. These initiatives aim to reintegrate Libya into the international trade system, encourage foreign investment, and 
provide employment opportunities to stabilize the internal socio-political landscape. 
 
Defense Collaboration for Region-Wide Security: 
Recognizing the need to stem the influx of arms and foreign fighters into Libya, Gainful Solutions leverages its defense contacts to 
support disarmament efforts and the establishment of a unified national military under a civilian government. Throughout Libya, 
demilitarized zones are established, monitored by an international peacekeeping force which the firm helped to negotiate. 
 
The firm fosters a defense dialogue in the Mediterranean, encouraging Libya’s neighbors to agree on joint maritime patrols, focused on 
counterterrorism and anti-piracy operations. These collaborative measures enhance regional security, indirectly safeguarding the nearby 
Suez Canal's operations. 
 
Commerce as a Catalyst for Renewal: 
Through Gainful Solutions' consultation, Libya initiates economic reforms to attract global businesses, positioning itself as a trading 
and transshipment hub in the Mediterranean. The firm also advocates for Libya’s inclusion in regional trade agreements, Addendum: 
The Libyan Chessboard – Strategic Moves by Gainful Solutions Inc. 
 
In the shadow of the "Battle of the Straits," Gainful Solutions Inc. casts its eye towards Libya, realizing that the Mediterranean nation's 
trajectory is intrinsically linked to the stability of pivotal chokepoints. Through focused interventions, Gainful Solutions becomes 
instrumental in redirecting Libya's course, embedding the North African nation within the fabric of the new 3D+C paradigm. 
 
Diplomatic Architectures: 
Gainful Solutions harnesses its diplomatic clout to bring Libya to the heart of the Straits Compact discussions. It engineers bilateral and 
multilateral sessions involving Libyans with regional players and great powers, fostering a consensus that Libya's security is pivotal to 
the Mediterranean's future. The firm's efforts culminate in the Treaty of Tripoli – a landmark peace agreement co-signed by Libya's 
factions and endorsed by international powers advocating for a unified, sovereign Libya. 
 
Development Dynamics: 
Beyond political settlements, Gainful Solutions underscores the necessity of rebuilding Libya's war-torn economy. It orchestrates a 
comprehensive blueprint for the nation's development, dubbed the Libyan Renaissance Initiative. The program touches on restoring 
critical infrastructure – ports, roads, and the energy grid – while also cultivating the seeds for Libya's nascent tourism and technology 
sectors. Its strategic push for investment in Libya's coastline and offshore resources becomes a focal point for sustained growth and job 
creation. 
 
Defensive Fortitude: 
Within Libya's context, Gainful Solutions navigates a delicate balance of providing security while fostering autonomy. It introduces the 
Peace and Protection Plan (PPP), a framework for restructuring Libya's military and security apparatus. The PPP facilitates the training 
and integration of former militia members into national defense forces, while international actors, including NATO and the African 
Union, assist in maritime and border security efforts. Gainful Solutions leverages its defense connections to ensure resources are 
allocated for a modernized Libyan naval force, capable of protecting its waters and contributing to Mediterranean security. 
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Commercial Revitalization: 
Through strategic advising, Gainful Solutions facilitates Libya's re-emergence as a trade conduit and investment magnet. It assists in the 
modernization of Libya's ports, ensuring they are equipped to serve as efficient maritime nodes. Moreover, the firm promotes special 
economic zones along the Libyan coast, aimed at fostering free trade and stimulating regional commerce. Gainful Solutions’ advocacy 
positions Libya as a gateway for African markets, cementing its role as a geographical and economic bridge between continents. 
 
**Impacts and Implications In the aftermath of Libya's revitalization, the region's maritime landscape experiences a transformative shift. 
The strategic location of Libya, once a zone of contention and instability, becomes a lynchpin in the Mediterranean, bolstering the 
southern flank of the Suez Canal's maritime operations. 
 
Implications for Libya: 

• Improved Security: The Treaty of Tripoli and subsequent defensive reforms lead to significantly reduced levels of internal 
conflict and an increased capability to manage Libya's territorial waters, curbing illicit trafficking and enhancing the security 
of maritime lanes near its coast. 

• Diversified Economy: Development projects move Libya away from an oil-dependent economy, with new sectors such as 
renewable energy, technology, and tourism, providing resilience against global price shocks and reducing the vulnerability that 
previously contributed to internal strife. 

• Enhanced Influence: Libya's geopolitical significance grows as it becomes an interconnector between Europe, Africa, and 
Middle East markets, leveraging its strategic location to mediate and facilitate international trade. 

 
Implications for the Suez Canal: 

• Diminished Threats: Security collaboration between Libya, the Mediterranean nations, and broader international partners 
supports a safer maritime environment near the Suez Canal, ensuring that one of the world's busiest maritime chokepoints 
remains open and secure. 

• Economic Synergies: Libya's emerging status as a regional commercial hub creates synergistic connections with the Suez 
Canal, driving competitive trade through the Mediterranean and enhancing the Canal's economic throughput. 

• Regional Stability: Libya's economic resurgence, backed by political reconciliation, serves as a regional success story, inspiring 
similar stabilization efforts in neighboring countries that historically contribute to Mediterranean insecurity. 

 
Implications for Global Shipping and Finance: 

• Smooth Trade Flow: The Nexus Initiative, propelled by Gainful Solutions Inc.’s efforts in Libya, becomes a case study in 
mitigating maritime insecurity's negative implications on global shipping, ensuring smoother trade flows and a more 
predictable global trading environment. 

• Reduced Insurance Costs: As maritime risks decrease in and around Libyan waters and the Suez Canal, underwriters adjust 
their risk assessments, resulting in lower insurance premiums for shipping lines, which positively impacts global trade margins. 

• Investment Opportunities: Libya opens new avenues for international investment for global financiers. A stable and 
prosperous Libya attracts foreign direct investments and becomes part of diversified emerging market portfolios. 

 
Implications for Global Conflict Dynamics: 

• Conflict Curtailment: The successful example of Libya, facilitated by Gainful Solutions Inc.'s active role, is mirrored in other 
hotspots, where the precedents in diplomatic resolution, development planning, and defense Title: The Libyan Gambit – 
Gainful Solutions Inc.'s Strategic Victory 

 
As the "Battle of the Straits" rages on, casting a shadow over global maritime security, Libya emerges as a critical geopolit ical and 
economic player. Its strategic location and tumultuous internal dynamics have the potential to either exacerbate the maritime crisis or 
act as a linchpin for regional stability. Gainful Solutions Inc., with its extensive experience in international relations and strategic 
development, approaches this challenge with a comprehensive plan centered around the "3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions" 
framework. This addendum elaborates on how Gainful Solutions Inc. seeks to alter Libya's fate within the context of the conflict and 
beyond. 
 
Diplomatic Pivot: 
Understanding the strategic significance of Libya, Gainful Solutions Inc. leverages its diplomatic connections to prevent the  North 
African nation's descent into a proxy battlefield for the Great Powers. The firm engages with the Libyan factions, international 
community, and regional players to reinvigorate a political process that ensures Libya's neutrality and sovereignty are respected. 
 
Development Drive: 
Under the Nexus Initiative, Gainful Solutions Inc. orchestrates a multi-donor development program for Libya. The aim is to rehabilitate 
critical infrastructure – power grids, ports, water systems – that bolsters Libya's domestic stability and serves as a catalyst for economic 
recovery. Such development is crucial to reviving Libya’s role as a Mediterranean trade hub, indirectly contributing to the security of 
the Suez Canal corridor. 
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Defense Strategy: 
In the defense arena, Gainful Solutions Inc. advocates for an inclusive and unified Libyan security framework. The firm assists in the 
international efforts to demobilize and reintegrate armed groups into a national defense force, governed with civilian oversight. By so 
doing, Libya's territorial integrity and control over its maritime domain are reinforced, decreasing the likelihood of conflict spillage and 
disruption of strategic sea lanes. 
 
Commercial Resurgence: 
Gainful Solutions Inc. advises the Libyan government on economic diversification and integration into global markets. The firm assists 
in the development of free trade zones in Libya and initiates infrastructural projects to modernize its commercial fleet - making Libya 
an attractive destination for international business and a stabilizing economic force in the region. 
 
Implications and Impacts: 
By implementing the "3D+C" approach, Gainful Solutions Inc. ushers in transformative change in Libya, reshaping the country's 
internal and regional dynamics with profound global ramifications. 
 
Implications for Libya: 

• Political Synergy: Libya's Addendum: The Libyan Nexus – Gainful Solutions Inc. as Catalyst for Change 
 
Backdrop of Conflict: 
As the global powers grapple with the conflict dubbed "The Battle of the Straits," Libya's strategic position along the Mediterranean 
coast becomes a focal point that could tip the scales of maritime security. Gainful Solutions Inc., by extending its stewardship of the 
"3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions," positions itself as the catalyst for conflict resolution and economic rejuvenation in Libya. 
 
Diplomatic Engagements: 
Gainful Solutions Inc. leverages its established relationships with world leaders, diplomats, and local stakeholders to thrust Libya to the 
forefront of peace negotiations. Recognizing the pivotal role that Libya plays in regional stability, the firm orchestrates a series of high-
level dialogues and workshops aimed at consolidating peace between the warring factions within Libya. This initiative lays the 
groundwork for broader strategic discussions linking Libya's stability to the security of critical maritime routes, such as the Suez Canal. 
 
Development Interventions: 
Gainful Solutions Inc. identifies key sectors within Libya that require infrastructural and economic development. It works in tandem 
with international financial institutions and development agencies to frame a comprehensive strategy aimed at revitalizing Libya's 
economy. Projects focusing on rebuilding ports, highways, and telecommunications networks attract foreign investment and create local 
employment opportunities, thereby reducing socio-economic vulnerabilities. 
 
Defense Contributions: 
In the defense arena, Gainful Solutions Inc. recognizes that a secure Libya is a boon to Mediterranean tranquility. The firm leverages its 
defense expertise to facilitate collaborative security arrangements that include demilitarized zones, disarmament programs, and training 
for a unified Libyan military. These programs are partnered with measures that enhance naval capabilities, allowing Libya to protect its 
sovereign waters and contribute to ensuring safe passage for commercial vessels. 
 
Cityscape of Tripoli 
Commerce Initiatives: 
Gainful Solutions Inc. advises Libyan authorities on trade policies that would integrate the nation back into the global economy. The 
firm promotes Libya not only as a node of energy resources but also as a center for diversified commerce, attracting investments in 
industries beyond oil, such as fisheries, textiles, and tourism. By supporting the modernization of Libya's trade practices and 
infrastructure, Gainful Solutions Inc. ensures that Libya can become a driver of economic growth in North Africa and a critical junction 
that shores up the vitality of commercial routes. 
 
Implications for Libya and Beyond: 
With Gainful Solutions Inc.'s guidance, Libya begins to traverse the path from discord to development. As Libya Increased 
Commercial Relevance: 
 

• Libya's reconstruction and revitalization as a maritime center generate an increased flow of goods through Libyan ports, 
offering alternative transshipment points for goods en route to Europe and the rest of Africa. This reduces pressure on the 
Suez Canal and provides contingency routes for global shipping, making the maritime trade more resilient to geopolitical 
tensions. 

• Investment in Libya's substantial oil reserves and the creation of new trade structures lead to increased oil production and 
exports, contributing to global energy security and offering an alternative energy source to markets traditionally transiting 
through the more volatile Strait of Hormuz. 
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Implications for Global Conflict Dynamics: 

• Gainful Solutions Inc.'s pivotal role in drawing together coalition support for the disarmament and stabilization of Libya 
serves as a blueprint for similar efforts in other conflict zones. By showing that strategic economic development and smart 
power dynamics can stabilize a nation, it provides a model for addressing the root causes of conflict elsewhere. 

• Libya’s successful reintegration into the international community disentangles it from being a proxy battleground, reducing 
the risk that regional conflicts escalate into broader confrontations involving major global powers. 

 
Global Financial Risk Management: 

• Libya's emerging economic stability attracts foreign direct investment, boosting the confidence of international financial 
markets in North Africa's markets. 

• As maritime routes near Libya become less risky, and ports are modernized, insurance premiums drop, further stabilizing 
trade costs and financial risks associated with the country. 

 
Spotlight on Gainful Solutions Inc.: 

• Gainful Solutions' coordinated efforts position the firm as a leading facilitator in complex geopolitical negotiations and a 
trusted adviser in the realm of peaceful conflict resolution and sustainable national development. 

• The firm's success with Libya enhances its reputation as a master of the 3D+C Statecraft, paving the way for similar mandates 
where global peace and economic development are at stake, further cementing its role not just as a consulting firm but as a 
peacemaker and agent of global stabilization. 

 
In closing, while Gainful Solutions Inc. helps redirect Libya's fate from instability to a pivotal role in the Mediterranean under the 3D+C 
Statecraft Solutions framework, it fosters an environment conducive to strong economic growth, international integration, and reduced 
global tensions. Its active role highlights the importance of coordinated, whole-of-government approaches to complex international 
challenges and positions Libya as a key player contributing to an enduring peace and enhanced global commerce. 
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SINGLE COUNTRY USE CASE #2b: 
The Libyan Labyrinth – Navigating Future Pathways with Gainful Solutions Inc. 

 
Executive Summary: Libya, with its prolonged internal conflict and strategic location, presents a challenge with global implications. 
The value of Gainful Solutions Inc.'s "3D+C Integrated Statecraft Solutions" is not confined to the Red Sea but extends into the 
Mediterranean theater. This addendum seeks to underscore the impacts and implications surrounding Libya, including political 
fragmentation, migration dynamics, counter-terrorism efforts, and hydrocarbon resource management. 
 
The North African country of Libya, once known for Gaddafi's autocratic rule, sits upon Africa’s largest proven oil reserves and boasts 
a strategic geographic position bordering the Mediterranean Sea. Since the upheaval of the 2011 Arab Spring and subsequent NATO 
intervention, Libya has seen a descent into chaos, with multiple political factions and international actors vying for control. 
Libya's instability has far-reaching implications for the region and beyond: 
 
Impacts and Implications of Libyan Instability: 

1. Political Ramifications: Libya's protracted civil war and the resulting power vacuum have created a complex political milieu 
that undermines regional stability. The firm's strategy to promote dialogue between rival factions has the potential to restore 
governance and democratic processes, vital for the country's future. 

 
2. Security Concerns: Porous borders and the proliferation of militias present serious security concerns. Gainful Solutions Inc. 

can facilitate more effective disarmament and integration initiatives, limiting the flow of arms and enhancing joint security 
efforts against organized crime and terrorism. 

 
3. Migrant Crisis Modulation: Libya's position as a key transit point for migrants headed towards Europe places it at the center 

of a broader migratory crisis. By bolstering Libya's capacity to manage its borders and providing support for migrant 
processing and resettlement, Gainful Solutions Inc. could significantly alleviate the humanitarian pressures facing both 
Libya and the European Union. 

 
4. Oil Production and Energy Markets: As OPEC’s member with the largest proven oil reserves in Africa, Libya's energy 

sector is essential to global oil markets. Rationalizing and stabilizing the nation's oil exports will not only benefit the 
domestic economy but also influence global energy prices and European energy security. 

 
5. Reconstruction and Development: The company's development model proposes reconstructing infrastructure, thereby 

attracting foreign investment, and nurturing sustainable economic growth. Progress in these areas is essential to reduce 
reliance on hydrocarbon revenues and promote diversified economic expansion. 

 
6. Regional Diplomacy and Alliances: Libya's strategic importance incites interest from various regional players. By engaging 

countries such as Egypt, Turkey, and the UAE, the firm can aid in negotiating a regional consensus that supports Libyan 
sovereignty and prevents external interferences that exacerbate internal conflicts. 

 
7. Counterterrorism: Libya’s chaotic landscape serves as fertile ground for extremist groups. Targeted counter-terrorism 

strategies and capacity building within Libyan security forces, coupled with development programs by Gainful Solutions 
Inc., can restrict the operational space for such entities. 

 

The North African state of Libya, situated at a junctural point central to Mediterranean routes, faces its own nexus of crisis and opportunities. Gainful 
Solutions Inc., having leveraged its expertise to assuage shipping perils in the Red Sea through the Yemeni conduit, now shifts focus to Libya's multi-layered 
conflict and its repercussions for regional stability, migration, and energy supplies. This addendum explores the ramifications of the firm's "3D+C Integrated 
Statecraft Solutions" in the Libyan context. 

 
Diplomatic Endeavors in Libya: 
Confronted with a fragmented political landscape and continuing rivalries among various armed factions, Gainful Solutions Inc. 
undertakes strategic diplomatic engagements to cultivate consensus and progress in Libya. High-level negotiations facilitated by the 
firm aim to catalyze political reconciliation between the Government of National Accord (GNA) in Tripoli and the Libyan National 
Army (LNA) led by General Khalifa Haftar, along with other key stakeholders including regional powers and tribal leaders. 
 
Diplomatic Reconnaissance: 

1. Stabilizing Political Landscape: Gainful Solutions Inc. launches extensive diplomatic initiatives to bridge the rift between 
Libya's warring factions. With acute understanding of the intricate tribal and political alliances, the firm facilitates a renewed 
dialogue framework that supports the UN-led peace process aiming for national unification. 

2. Enlisting International Consensus: Recognizing Libya's geostrategic position, Gainful Solutions Inc. harnesses international 
cooperation, seeking a consensus to deter external meddling that capitalizes on the Libyan discord. The firm empowers the 
creation of a multilateral agreement – the Mediterranean Stability and Non-Intervention Accord – to foster regional security 
and discourage the provision of military support to Libyan factions. 
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Development Initiatives as Peace Pillars: 
Considering the significant infrastructural ravages and economic disintegration Libya has suffered, Gainful Solutions Inc. proffers a 
comprehensive development package as a pillar for peace and stability. Aiming to restore Libya's oil production capabilities while 
diversifying the economy, the firm advocates for international investments to rebuild essential public services, improve education and 
health care, and develop renewable energy projects. 
 
Developmental Dynamics: 

1. Nation-building Initiatives: Cognizant of the decisive link between Libya’s future stability and its institutional capacity, Gainful 
Solutions Inc. mobilizes support for nation-building initiatives. It prioritizes governance, infrastructure, and economic 
diversification, addressing the socio-economic disparities that feed into Libya’s conflict scenario. 

2. Revitalizing the Energy Sector: As Libya's oil wealth remains a key economic driver, Gainful Solutions Inc. works alongside 
national and international stakeholders to ensure the energy sector's recuperation is aligned with stabilization goals. The firm 
backs the Libyan Energy and Economy Recovery Plan, a blueprint aiming to sustainably manage and distribute energy 
revenues. 

 
Humanitarian and Social Fabric: 

1. Refugee and Migrant Crisis: The firm acknowledges Libya's role as a linchpin in the migration crisis afflicting Southern 
Europe. It coordinates with international agencies to establish humane reception centers for migrants and displaced persons 
while working on long-term solutions to address the migratory pressures at their source. 

2. Civil Society Reinforcement: Understanding that the country's healing is deeply rooted in its civil framework, Gainful 
Solutions Inc. backs initiatives that empower Libyan civil society. The firm supports educational and cultural programs aimed 
at reconciliation, fostering a sense of national unity and countering violent extremism. 

 
Defensive Measures & Security Architecture: 
With Libya's security situation impacting Mediterranean stability, migrant flows, and terrorism, Gainful Solutions Inc. advances a 
robust security plan. This includes support for coordinated efforts to disarm and integrate militias, bolster border security to address 
migrant and refugee movements, and combat extremist groups. Gainful Solutions Inc.'s strategies contribute to the conception of a 
pan-Libyan security architecture encompassing unified national forces. 
 
Defense Considerations: 

1. Enhanced Security Cooperation: Midst the precarity of Libyan sovereignty, Gainful Solutions Inc. advises on a cooperative 
security framework inclusive of Libyan military and security forces. It supports the formation of the Mediterranean Security 
Initiative, involving regional actors to strategize against terrorism and porous borders that facilitate arms and human 
trafficking. 

2. Maritime and Border Security: The firm proposes actionable plans to build Libya’s capabilities in securing its maritime borders 
and controlling unregulated migrant flows. It advocates for modern surveillance technology along with strategic assistance to 
the Libyan Coast Guard and Navy, integrating efforts within a wider Mediterranean maritime security architecture. 

 
Commercial Revival & Energy Dynamics: 
Libya's prodigious hydrocarbon reserves are pivotal for its economy and European energy security. Gainful Solutions Inc. orchestrates 
initiatives to revitalize this sector, promoting the restoration and protection of key oil infrastructure. Concurrently, the firm aids in the 
developmental overhaul of Libya’s commercial maritime sector, including ports and fishing industries, to boost economic growth and 
regional trade. 
 
Economic Implications: 

1. Trade and Investment: Libya's pivotal location as a Mediterranean nexus offers lucrative avenues for economic revitalization. 
Gainful Solutions Inc. encourages international and regional investors to engage in responsible and sustainable economic 
initiatives that can contribute to Libyan prosperity and, by extension, the regional economy. 

2. Energy Market Stability: The company closely monitors the impact of Libyan oil production on global markets. It provides 
consultancy on risk mitigation to global energy consumers and producers affected by the fluctuating oil and gas outputs from 
Libya, which are essential to European energy security. 

 
Implications and Consequences for Libya: 

• Restoration of Sovereignty: Improved diplomatic relations encourage sovereign control over Title: Addendum: The Ripple 
Effects of Libya's Complexities - A Closer Examination 

 
Environmental and Cultural Preservation: 

1. Protecting Antiquities and Heritage: Libya's rich heritage is endangered by ongoing conflict. Gainful Solutions Inc. endorses 
international cooperation to safeguard Libyan cultural sites, seen as beacons of collective memory and identity that contribute 
to reconciliation and tourism potential. 

2. Sustainable Development: The firm promotes the integration of environmental sustainability in reconstruction efforts, 
ensuring that Libya's natural assets are preserved for future generations and contribute to a green economy transition. 

Geopolitical Reverberations: 
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1. Mediterranean Alliances: The strategic vision orchestrated by Gainful Solutions Inc. in Libya has implications for the wider 
Mediterranean dynamics. It strengthens South-North cooperation that transcends traditional alliances, paving the way for a 
more inclusive and balanced Mediterranean partnership. 

2. Counterweight to Extremism: Stability in Libya serves as a bulwark against the spread of extremism in North Africa and the 
Sahel. The firm's contributions to security and governance structures aim to prevent Libya from becoming a haven for 
extremist ideologies that threaten regional and European security. 

 
Pathway to Stability: 
The firm's blueprint for a stable Libya, hinges on a diverse approach that combines diplomatic dexterity, development foresight, and 
commercial acumen, all while enhancing security and counter-terrorism measures. This holistic approach can forge a resilient 
foundation for Libya, with spillover benefits for regional integration and trans-Mediterranean collaborations. 
 
Conclusion: 
Overall, Libya's stability is essential not only for the well-being of its citizens but also for regional balance and global matters linked with 
energy security, counterterrorism, and migration. As initiatives unfold and international stakeholders deliberate their involvement, the 
outcomes will nonetheless leave a lasting imprint on the Mediterranean geopolitical landscape and the intricate mosaic of relations that 
frame it. 
 
The complexity of the Libyan situation necessitates an adaptable and multipronged methodology tailored by Gainful Solutions Inc. 
Catalyzing change from within while accounting for external influence, our company will guide Libya through the labyrinth of its 
current instability towards a future marked by peace and prosperity. We are committed to ensuring that every step taken is one that 
closes the gap towards a unified and thriving Libya. 
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